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1. Mason Houghland, Gone Away (Berryville, Virginia: Blue Ridge Press 1933)
p , vii.

"Like all religions it has many sects. There are the very 'High
Church' hunters with carefully observed ritual, who need form to guard the
spirit and ceremonial to nourish belief. It is these Brahmans of the chase
who make the picture the'world sees, the scarlet coats on green fields, the
great leaps, the beautiful backgrounds. They playa great part and merit

"Foxhunting is not merely a sport - and it is more nearly a passion
than a game ••.. Through the years it goes on because, after the flush of
many dawns, the thrill of never-ending pursuit, the sweet spice of danger,
the simple tragedies of the field, and the weary darkness of long roads
home, a few always become attuned to Nature's wondrous harmony of which
they themselves are a part.

The Venerable Mason Houghland, the Master of Foxhounds of the
Hillsboro Hounds in Tennessee wrote in September 1933 as a forward to his

1now famous book "Gone Away" thoughts which are more expressive and more
heart-felt than any I have read or heard before or since and I quote Mr.
Houghland:

In writing of the Potomac Hunt and its history, it may be helpful
to begin with a rather general discussion of foxhunting customs, lore and
reasons for being.
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3. Ibid., p. 55.

2. Joseph B. Thomas, Hounds and Hunting (Garden City, New York: Garden City
Publishing Co., Inc. 1937) pp. 1-3, 5, 9, io, 13, 14.

The true foxhunter holds his hounds in high regard. After many
years of hunting, a bond between them develops which transcends most
relationships. A group of "night hunters" were sitting beside a fire
listening to their hounds when they noticed a lantern in the distance.
One asked, "Who is that with the light?" The reply was, "Why, that's Will,
on his way to see his girl. He's been going to see her every Wednesday
night for ten years." About midnight the lantern appeared again in the
distance and shortly thereafter the man appeared at the campfire. After
an exchange of greetings, which included pulling the plug from the mouth of

Organized foxhunting in America had its inception in 1650 when Robert
Brooke, Esquire, came to Maryland with a pack of hounds from England. Lord
Baltimore appointed Robert Brooke a member of the "Privy Council of State
within our said Province of Maryland" by commission dated 20 September 16 9.
Mr. Brooke, who settled at De La Brooke in St. Mary's County, is generally
regarded as the first Master of Foxhounds in America. Foxhunting has been
practiced extensively on both the Eastern and Western Shores of Maryland
since Mr. Brooke's time and Maryland presently boasts thirteen hunts

3recognized by the Masters of Foxhounds Association of America.

Hunting was practiced by the ancients and throughout history leaders
of nations and patrons of art and literature have loved the chase. Xenophon
in the fifth century B.C. urged hunting for all men as "prompting them to
rise early, inuring them to heat and cold, sharpening their wits, being good
for the health, perfecting the sense of observation and hearing, delaying
senile decay and generally keeping them fit." The Bible refers in Genesis
10 Verse 9 to Nimrod, the son of Cush, as "a mighty hunter before the Lord."
St. Hubert, the Christian patron saint of the hunt, whose November 3rd
birthday is still celebrated by hunters, was passionately fond of hunting.
His conversion to Christianity was as a result of the appearance to him
during a hunt of a white stag bearing between its horns a beaming cross.
The Duke of Wellington hunted extensively, as did Sir Robert Walpole, the
famous British Prime Minister who died in 1745. George Washington kept a
fine pack of foxhounds augmented by several couple sent him as courtesy
gifts by the Marquis de Lafayette. In his diary Washington lamented that
affairs of State often kept him from his hounds and prevented him from
breeding a better pack.2

the recognition of great effort. But in shadowy outline beyond them, out
numbering them a hundred to one, are legions of foxhunters, like Franciscan
Brothers, whose profession of faith neither proverty nor sacrifice can dim,
some who must deny themselves the necessities in order to keep a couple
of hounds."
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4. Houghland, op.cit., p. 6.

Members of the hunt field ride behind the master, or, if the field
is large and one is required, the field master. They must be "turned out"
in the attire of the hunt considered proper, see that their horses are
properly groomed and that all riding apparel is clean and safe. They must

The whipper-in may be a professional, paid employee, or may be
honorary, that is, a member of the hunt chosen by the Master to assist in
handling the hounds. The whipper-ins assist in roading the hounds to the
place where the hunt is to begin, assist the huntsman in bringing hounds to
the line when a fox has been started and discipline hounds who disobey and
run riot (run something other than a fox). Usually positioned on the edge
of the area being drawn by the pack, if the whipper-in views a fox coming
out of the cover, he signals to the huntsman so that hounds can be brought
to the line.

The huntsman is usually a paid employee of the hunt, although in some
hunts the Master himself hunts the hounds. The huntsman feeds the hounds,
looks after their general welfare and takes them into the hunt field,
assisting them there when conditions require. He keeps in communication
with his hounds by voice, horn and hand signal. An experienced foxhunter
can tell even in heavily wooded country by the sound of the horn what is
transpiring during the hunt, as the huntsman blows a different calIon the
horn for each message which he wishes to send to his hounds. There is a
call to encourage hounds as they try to find the fox, a call to bring the
hounds together when the fox is up and running, a call when the fox has gone
to ground (gone into his den) and a call given at the direction of the
Master to summon hounds and members of the field to prepare for the long
journey home.

Among the hunts in the United States recognized by the Masters of
Foxhounds Association of America, many are subscription packs, that is,
packs primarily supported by subscription dues from their members. Others
are owned by the Master, who runs the hunt as he sees fit, hunts where and
when he wishes and invites whom he wishes to hunt with him. In both types
of hunts, the Master is in charge. He decides the time of the hunt, the
number of hounds to be hunted, the location of the hunt, when to quit and go
home, and sees that members of the hunt field observe certain requirements
of behavior and decorum.

a jug, one of the foxhunters said, "Will, you been going to see that girl
once a week for ten years. Why don't you marry her?" "Well, it's like
this," was the slow and reflective answer, "She says I'm too poor to keep
four hounds and a wife but that she will marry me if I give up two hounds
and I ain't never bin able to decide which two hounds to give up." As Mr.
Hoagland wrote, "Perhaps the girl is happier waiting for the lantern's
gleam than being a foxhunter's wife, for those ladies evidently are at
times lonesome.,,4
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6. Ibid., p.9. Claude Owens, History of the Potomac Hunt (1968).

5. Samuel J. Henry, The Old Days with Horse and Hound (Chevy Chase,
Maryland: The Coursestormers of the Chevy Chase Club 1960) p. 9.

The Chevy Chase Hunt, a "hunting element of the Chevy Chase Club,"
was organized in 1892. The early organizers were Senator Newlands, who
developed Chevy Chase nearly to Kensington, H. Rozier Dulany and Henry ~.
Earle. Senator-Newlands was perhaps as well known for having married the
"Rose of Shar<;>n,"daughter of the wealthy "King of Comstock," and owner of
the famous Yellow Jack Mine in Nevada. The Club's first home was a house

The Dumblane Hunt, which followed the Washington Hunt in the area,
had its.beginnings in 1885 when an English pack was brought to Washingto ,
along with an English huntsman named Charlie Briscoe, who came from a famil
of noted huntsmen. This Hunt was kenneled near Tenleytown in the District
of Columbia and hunted in Montgomery and Prince George's Counties. Howe er,
the Dumblane Hunt slackened its pace when its Master, Bob Neville of
Upperville, Virginia, found it necessary to resign.6

In Montgomery County, the Potomac Hunt is a county institution. Its
antecedents date back over 150 years to the old Washington Hunt, which came
into being in the District of Columbia about 1832. Sir Charles Vaughan,
the British Minister, was President of the Club and the hounds were kenneled
on 14th Street in Washington, near the Willard Hotel. Many senators and
congressmen and many more Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers were members
and hunted frequently with the pack. It was said that on more than one
occasion a fox was run over the Capitol grounds and certain members of
Congress abandoned the proceedings, ran out of the Halls of Congress,
mounted horses and joined in the chase. In the 1870's a grocer named
Hoskins, who lived on 14th Street, proved himself not only a business an
but also a sportsman. He kept'his hounds in his back yard, delivered
groceries by horse and wagon and, to the satisfaction of friends who 10 e
to chase Brer Fox, saddled the same horse afternoons to lead them in ru s
on adjoining farms. No pink coats - just well worn corduroy.5

The standard attire of members consists of black jackets, grey, rust
or brown britches and black boots. Members who have hunted for some time
and frequency with the hunt, conducted themselves properly in the hunt field
and shown that they can be helpful in performing duties assigned them by the
Master, may be invited by him to wear the colors of the hunt. This means
for the men scarlet coats, called "pinks," and boots with tan tops, for the
women black melton coats with hunt colors on the collar and patent leather
tops on the boots.

ride with full consideration for the safety of other members and follow
their leader in a somewhat orderly fashion until the fox is up, at which
time they are free to "turn up the burners," provided they do not pass the
master.
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7. Henry, op.cit.

"I remember a very delightful drag with the Chevy Chase Hounds,
in which I had the honor of riding one of the best horses in Mr.
Moore's stable. We started from where the fire house now stands
on Connecticut Avenue, just south of Chevy Chase Lake. The
course followed the trail of an imaginary fox and was laid by a
rider dragging a fox-hide or a sack of anise seed, to simulate
the course Reynard would take if and when hounds got on his
trail. After allowing the drag man a ten-minute leeway, Mr.
Moore gave the word and Bob Curan and his Whips, who have the
drag pack out, lead hounds into the field where they soon picked
up the scent. We followed across Brookevile Road, the entire
pack in full chorus and the excited riders taking fences and

In his book, Samuel Henry describes some of the drag hunts held by
the Chevy Chase. Because there was a predictable beginning and end to drag
hunts, they were popular with members who did not have unlimited time to
give to the hunt. Of one such hunt, he writes:

As the Chevy Chase Hunt and the Dumblane Hunt were controlled by the
same interests, they merged and moved to the Bradley House on Bradley Lane
as the Chevy Chase Hunt. In 1899 Clarence Moore was elected Master of the
combined club and set out to rebuild the pack to make it the equal of any in
the country. The colors of the old Washington Hunt - scarlet and black -
were revived for the Chevy Chase. During Mr. Moore's mastership, the Hunt
was said to be very elegant, with riders both men and women, well turned out
and beautifully mounted. Women for centuries had traditionally ridden side
saddle and it is worthy of note that in 1909 a Miss Brownson was the only
feminine member of the Hunt who had the courage to ride cross-saddle, that
is, astride.

I had many interesting visits with Sam Henry, as he kept his horse
at Charlie Carrico's Bradley Farms at the same time I kept my horse
"Sunglow" there. Mr. Henry had a very famous horse, a flea-bitten roan
named "Reno Royal," who had won many a competition in horse shows in the
greater Washington area and was obviously getting a little long in the tooth
when I knew him. I once asked Sam Henry what Reno Royal's age was. His
reply still rings with me. "Well, Val, Reno and I have a pact. I don't ask
him his age and he doesn't ask me mine."

Samuel J. Henry, who describes himself at the time as a "junior
officer" in the National Savings and Trust Company of Washington, was one
of those who hunted regularly with the Chevy Chase. He wrote a fascinating

7book entitled "The Old Days with Horse and Hound," the history of the Chevy
Chase Hunt from 1892 to 1916. His book tells a most interesting story of
the colorful members of the Hunt, who cut quite a swath in Washington's
military, governmental and social circles.

on the Goldsborough farm, half a mile west of the Chevy Chase Circle, which
Senator Newlands' Chevy Chase Land Company had purchased.
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9. Ibid., pp. 19-21.

8. Henry, op.cit., p. 18.

Chevy Chase Meet in 1907

Samuel Henry's account of other drag hunts names farms long gone - Ray,
Reilly, Dunlop, Bean, Watkins, Anderson, Laird, Klein, Goldsborough, Denton,
Naylor, Hardy, Stack, Willett. At the final run of the season in March of
1905 among those who gathered at the club after the hunt was Miss Alice
Roosevelt,9 daughter of President Theodore Roosevelt and later the wife
of Nicholas Longworth, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

ditches in stride, many of the barriers being stone walls and
those old snake, or zigzag fences you rarely see any more.
Swinging to the right we splashed through the ford, crossing
Rock Creek at what is now the foot of Leland Street, thence
north on the meadows skirting the creek •.. It was a fast
thing on to the bare farmlands south of the Kensington-Wheaton
road, the chase eventually pulling up where the drag had been
lifted near a big gum tree in Wheaton."a
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10. Ibid., p. 48.

The pack has become famous nationally, winning championships at the
Virginia Fox-hound Show at Oatlands in Leesburg, Virginia, and the Bryn
Mawr Hound Show at Malvern, Pennsylvania. The Bryn Mawr show is generally

A fine hound pack has been produced in Potomac, with the bloodlines
of the Orange County, Middleburg and Warrenton packs in Virginia, the Essex
and Amwell Valley in New Jersey and the Rose Tree Hunt in Pennsylvania.
The Potomac Hunt's hounds are lemon and white and are bred not only for
superiority of nose, cry, speed and determination in the hunt field but
for uniformity of color and size.

The Potomac Hunt has had many persons prominent in the legal and
medical professions, as well as persons prominent in the business community,
as its Masters of Foxhounds. Over the years, property was acquired on Glen
Road in Potomac, a clubhouse established and a fine show ring built and
dedicated to the memory of the Honorable Melvin C. Hazen, who had done an
outstanding job for so many years as Master of the Riding and Hunt Club,
Potomac Hunt's predecessor.

In 1930, when Washington's growth had made it impossible to hunt the
fox in the 22nd and P Streets area, the kennels were moved to Bradley Farms
near Potomac in Montgomery County and the club became the Potomac Hunt. In
1932 the Potomac Hunt was recognized by the Masters of Foxhounds Association
of America, which assigns territories, establishes the rules and generally
supervises its members' operations. The Potomac Hunt was assigned a large
territory in Montgomery County, northwest as far as the Frederick County
line and bounded on the south by the Potomac River and on the east by Route
240 (now 270).

The Riding and Hunt Club was located on the edge of Rock Creek Park,
where there were bridle paths and trails for riding. The Honorable Melvin
C. Hazen, President of the District of Columbia Board of Commissioners,
who was Master from 1910 to 1927, was a driving influence in establishing
an excellent pack of hounds and providing great sport for the members.
Mr. Wilbur Hubbard, now over 90 years of age and Master of his own Hunt
in Chestertown, was an honorary whipper-in to the Riding and Hunt Club
pack.11

Clarence Moore went to England in the fall of 1911 to hunt and to
obtain new hounds for his pack. There was great sorrow among the Chevy
Chase members and followers when they learned that Mr. Moore had perished
on the ill-fated Titanic in April 1912.10 It appears that after Clarence
Moore's death, hunting declined at Chevy Chase and eventually the Hunt was
discontinued. Some of the followers, in order to continue the sport,
combined forces with the Riding and Hunt Club, which had a club house,
extensive stabling, a show ring, hound kennels and complete club facilities
at 22nd and P Streets, N.W., in Washington.



The Potomac Hunt has since its inception bred American foxhounds.
There is considerable difference of opinion on the merits of different
types of foxhounds. The American hound is usually lighter in bone than its
English counterpart, is faster, has more cry (voice), and is more volatile.
It is to the hound world what the thoroughbred is to the horse world. The
American hound, because it is volatile, is harder to control and for this
reason many masters, afraid of being embarrassed by their hounds'

Because of their successes in hound shows, Potomac's pack has been
much in demand at charitable fund raising activities such as horse shows,
polo matches, hunt races and exhibitions.

Hounds of Potomac Hunt at an Opening Hunt
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recognized as the "Madison Square Garden" of the hound world and the
Virginia show is the finest in the South. Many packs throughout the United
States send their bitches to be bred to Potomac Hunt's famous lemon and
white hounds and some of Potomac's progeny are found as far south as South
America and as far west as California.
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The Potomac Hunt Exhibition on the Mall in 1972

In 1972 the Potomac pack was exhibited on the Mall near the
Washington Monument in Washington, D.C., as part of the Maryland exhibit
at the Smithsonian Institution's Festival of American Folklife, attended
by over 80,000 persons. The Potomac Hunt exhibited its pack in a simulated
foxhunt, with the huntsman leading the procession mounted on a steel grey
hunter, flanked by four whippers-in on matching bays. The Master came next
on a coal black gelding of excellent conformation, followed by two lovely
young ladies mounted on matching grey hunters and dressed in shad bellied
(slend~r and sloping away in the abdomen) coats. Between the ladies was

performance, prefer another type. However, as the experience of the
Potomac Hunt will attest, with training and control American foxhounds
perform superbly in the field and in the show ring. The American Foxhound
is hunted by more than 70 percent of the recognized hunt packs in the United
States and in 1972 the by-laws of the Potomac Hunt were amended to provide
that "the purpose of the Association is to maintain, hunt and show a
subscription pack of American Foxhounds under the rules of the Masters of
Foxhounds Association of America."
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The Potomac Hunt presently supports itself as a "subscription pack,"
relying on income received from annual membership dues from its subscribers

Because of the spread of suburbia, the Potomac Hunt was forced to
sell its property on Glen Road in 1980 and move its kennels to Peach Tree
Road near Barnesville in Upper Montgomery County. More hunt country was
acquired and the Hunt now operates quite successfully in the western
extremes of the County, not far from Sugarloaf Mountain.

Over the years, the Potomac Hunt has become both large and active.
During the period when I was Master of the Potomac Hunt, in the late 1960's
and early 1970's, the number of hunters in the field became so large that
many riders were too far back in the field to enjoy the hunt. On the
occasions when the hunt field was large, I arranged to hunt two packs and
split the field, one group hunting in the "up county" near Comus and the
other in the "lower county" near Turkey Foot Road in Potomac. The huntsman
would hunt one pack and I would hunt the other, using mine as an instruc
tional hunt for juniors and new members.

Governor "

/s/ Marvin Mandel

Sincerely,

"With pride in your talents, I wish you the best always.

"As Master of Hounds of the Potomac Hunt, you should be commended
for the tremendous exhibition and simulation of a hunt. I have
been assured that this demonstration was a highlight of the
entire equestrian presentation.

"I welcome this opportunity to express gratitude to those in
our State who contribute to its betterment. Your participation
in the Maryland exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution's Festival
of American Folklife was a valuable contribution. Your skills
and accomplishments symbolize the various ways of life, which
woven together depict Maryland at its finest. On behalf of all
Marylanders, I thank you for giving so generously of your time
to exhibit proudly the tradition and crafts of our State.

The manner in which this elaborate and colorful exhibition was
received is attested to by the letter dated August 14, 1972 from Governor
of Maryland Marvin Mandel to me as the Master of the Potomac Hunt:

a handsome rider on a chestnut hunter, in top hat, scarlet coat and all the
appropriate accoutrements, graphically depicting the properly "turned out"
gentleman who has been honored to wear the colors of his hunt. The Potomac
Hunt's famous lemon and white pack of American foxhounds, similar in color,
uniform in size and aglow with the enthusiasm brought on by their love of
hunting and their love for their huntsman, completed this beautiful
panorama.
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There is a saying that all foxhunters go straight to Hell - for they
have had their Heaven on Earth.

Sir Winston Churchill in "My Early Life" said, concerning man and
horse, "No one ever came to grief except honourable grief through riding
horses. No hour of life is lost that is spent in the saddle. Young men
have often been ruined through owning horses or through backing horses, but
never through riding them; unless of course they break their necks, which
taken at a gallop is a very good death to die."12

It is difficult to explain to the uninitiated the lure of foxhunting.
To me it is a chance to commune with God and with the wonders of nature, to
relieve the tensions and pressures which are a part of present-day life, to
ride a good horse, to observe a good pack of hounds in the many parts they
play in hunting and chasing the fox, matching their skills against their
very wily and intelligent adversary, to hear the many voices of the hounds
as they blend into a symphony of melodious frenzy, as well as to enjoy good
spirited comradeship and to share the dangers and.adventures of the chase.

The very term "hunt country" brings to mind fields and rolling hills,
majestic trees, stables and white fences, horses and hounds - desirable
land and a desirable way of life. It has been reported that wherever a
recognized foxhunt operates in the United States, the value of the land
hunted over has materially increased in value. This has certainly been true
of the Potomac Hunt. When the Hunt came in the early 1930's, Potomac was
an area of unrich farm land, with a beer hall, a country store and a garage
as its principal commercial enterprises, and when it left Potomac had many
million dollar homes and the most affluent population in Montgomery County.
The Potomac Hunt members themselves for over 50 years have contributed in
many ways to the county, maintaining large tracts of land in a manner that
adds beauty to the countryside and purchasing large quantities of hay,
straw, feed, tractors, trailers and hunting apparel, as well as farrier
and veterinarian services from local citizens.

and proceeds from its Race Meet. The Race Meet, with steeplechasing and
flat races, traditionally ends the formal foxhunting season and is held each
year in May at a property on Partnership Road made available through the
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Austin Kiplinger.


