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Ultimately, the decision to end prohibition in Montgomery County was based on business. Many claimed that if
Montgomery County remained dry, the county would lose business to neighboring counties and Washington
D.C. that did sell alcohol. By the time Prohibition was overturned at the federal level, a new dispensary system
was already in the works for Montgomery County. Prior to official establishment of the new arrangement The
Sentinel reported, "the dispensary system would be patterned after that of Canada and Sweden with the

The sentiment of the county on the
question of prohibition was best
summarized by an article from The
Montgomery County Sentinel on
September 14, 1933, which stated that
most people seemed to favor the sale of
liquor, for reasons which are familiar
today: "thousands believe that
prohibition with its intendant [sic] evils,
coupled with the vast sums spent
uselessly for enforcement, is infinitely
worse than a sanely regulated liquor
sales law under government
supervision." However, there was still a
strong dry movement in the county, as evidenced by the three towns that voted to remain dry. The key figure in
the movement to keep the county dry was George Lamar, who published a strongly worded op-ed piece in the
Sentinel. He argued that despite a county-wide majority voting to end Prohibition, a strong dry presence
remained in the county which needed to be respected.'

Table 1. The vote on Prohibition in selected cities of interest. The
votes overwhelmingly supported overturning Prohibition, but
Colesville and Damascus show that there was some level of division.

Town/Voting District "Wet" Votes "Dry" Votes Ratio Wet:Dry

Damascus 97 375 0.26:1

TakomaPark 449 549 0.82:1

Rockville 640 231 2.77:1

Colesville 1 175 64 2.73:1

Colesville 2 135 158 0.85:1

On December 5th, 1933, the 21st Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was passed, repealing the 18th
amendment.With it came a debate at the local level within Montgomery County,which held its own vote on the
matter. In 1880 the state of Maryland had passed a "local option" law, which allowed individual counties to
determine if they would allow the sale of alcohol or not. Under that law,Montgomery County had decided to be
a "dry" county. Obviously, when the 18thAmendment was passed every county and state became dry. By the
time Prohibition was repealed through the ratification of the 21st Amendment, the attitude of many in the county
had shifted. The state local option law, however, was still on the books and required Montgomery County
residents to examine the issue locally; in 1933 the county voted against Prohibition by a sizable margin of about
2 to 1. However, three towns continued to support Prohibition, including Damascus, which voted to maintain
the practice by almost a 4 to 1margin.I

While much has changed in Montgomery County as it has developed into one of the largest counties in the
United States, the county was nonetheless still a busy place in the 1930s. Little about the time is well known
today but the fascinating players and stories have not been forgotten. During this time, two key movements
early in the decade greatly impacted the political situation in the county. First, in 1933, the county had its own
debate and referendum on the Prohibition question just as the country was deciding to end "The Noble
Experiment." This first movement was closely followed a year later by a bold political maneuver involving the
Republicans and some disgruntled Democrats who united to form the Fusion Party. The two movements were
not directly linked, but both featured debate and intrigue. They also illustrate the tendency for people to look for
third parties when it is evident that two parties cannot encompass every viewpoint.

A Political Overview of 1930sMontgomery County
by Nathaniel Green
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The long time frame (November 1934 to February 1936)was probably the catalyst for ending the recount. This
statement is based on a letter regarding the termination of the recount petition to the supporters of said petition.
This was especially true because the ballot boxes were still full and impounded until the recount was dropped.
According to the letter, the recount had taken so long that there was some worry that the ballot boxes might not
be available in 1936 for the elections, and that was not a cost the campaigns wanted to impose on the taxpayers.
There were other reasons cited. The letter (which was not signed by or attributed to any individual) claimed that
there were far too many irregularities to determine the "true result" of the election. This problem had been
complicated by the length of time that had passed since the election. The last major reason the letter stated for

The recount lasted more 14 months, long after King and Karn had taken their seats, and that became the best
argument for ending the petition. In fact, by early 1935, the Fusionists were already using the argument that
King and Karn had "participated in many administrative acts." By this time, however, the Democrats had
secured approximately 100 affidavits confirming voting irregularities and continued to protest the results
throughout 1935, though they made no further headway. In early 1936, the recount neared termination as the
county was ready to release the boxes of impounded votes. At that point, the two Democratic hopefuls dropped
their bid.8

Commerce at the time of the elections. Diamond was a sitting
The arguments for the recount were County Commissioner in 1934.Photo of Chinn courtesy of Jane C.
often localized, based on irregularities Sween;photo of Diamondfrom the MCHS Collections.
and results in specific cities and voting
districts. Many of the improperly marked ballots, according to the petitioners supporting a recount, were found
in Laytonsville. The voting in Darnestown was also controversial because although 381 ballots were cast, the
election judges only recorded 368 people to have voted. Additionally, the Sentinel reported that prior to the
election, 393 people were qualified to vote in Darnestown, but up to 424 people had registered to vote."

Both Raleigh S. Chinn and John Diamond called for a ballot
recount in 1934. Chinn was a longtime car salesman with Reed
Brothers and the President of the Rockville Chamber of
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Within a couple weeks of the election,
Diamond, Chinn and others protested
the results. The fight for the
Commissioners' Office would last the
longest. There were 32 polling places
in Montgomery County (the county of
the 1930s was not very much like it is
today). Of those, originally Diamond
and Chinn wanted to recount ballots
from all 32 polling places. They then
narrowed it down to 20. The 12
districts where they did not ask for a
recount were Bethesda (voting districts
1, 2, 4, and 5) and Wheaton (voting
districts 2-9). They relied on three key
claims: first, that 100 illegal ballots
were counted for their opponents;
second, that 100 correctly marked
ballots for themselves were not
counted; and fmally that 200 or so
people voted for six people (too many)
and that those votes should not be
counted.6
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Although Montgomery County was still a relatively small and rural place during the 1930s, a common thread

Many key figures from the election of 1934 were still very active in 1946. Walter Dawson was easily the most
important Republican in the county by the mid-1940s and it was under his leadership that the Republicans
swept the 1946 elections. Ironically, after losing the election for State's Attorney in 1934, Dawson captured that
office during the 1946 election. John Diamond, the Democrat who had lost his re-election bid for the
Commissioners' Office in 1934, was now County Treasurer, an office which he kept in the 1946 election.
Raleigh Chinn, the other key Democrat looking to gain a seat via the 1934 recount, stayed out of politics but
continued to playa key role in Montgomery County businesses. 14

It took until 1946 for the Republican Party to match the success of the Fusionists on its own. A look at the
listing of the House of Delegates from Montgomery County shows a dramatic change between 1946 and 1947,
where the six delegates go from entirely Democratic to entirely Republican.l ' The results of the 1946 election
were greatly surprising, but it was not an arbitrary shift. For much of the 1940s the Democrats, who controlled
the county government, had been fighting for a charter-a new constitution for the county. Initially, it was not
popular and the way the Democrats handled the situation led to the Republican sweep.l'

There were several reasons why the Democrats had fought so hard to break up the Fusionist majority in the
Commissioners' Office. First, was the fact that the Democrats had controlled the office for 16 years prior to the
1934 election. The Democrats insistence on a recount may partly be attributed to an unwillingness to give up
that control. A second possible although undocumented reason is the position of the two Democratic candidates.
John Diamond was an incumbent, while Raleigh Chinn was a political newcomer trying to gain footing. Neither
was willing to give up the possibility of regaining the office for personal reasons. Lastly, and most importantly,
was that the Commissioners' Office controlled matters of patronage and political appointment in the county.

Ultimately the Fusion Party was short-lived, but it did leave a mark on county politics. Although most of the
Fusion candidates lost, and many who won were Democrats, it did lead to more success for the Republicans
than they otherwise would have had. The Fusionists had hoped to maintain their presence and keep the county
Commissioners' Office as late as 1936. In that year it was agreed that the three Fusionist Commissioners would
not run for national or statewide office, leaving them available to maintain the positions they obtained in 1934. I0
However, the deal fell apart and the Republicans were again a separate party in 1938. That year, the
Republicans only won one office in the county, one of the Commissioners' Offices (the successful candidate
was former Washington Senator and Hall of Fame pitcher Walter Johnson). In comparison, the six Fusion
victories in 1934 appear to be a major success. II

ending the recount was a political reason. Letting the Fusionist Commissioners operate without worrying about
the recount would allow their record to be more fairly judged in the next election. Essentially, the Democrats
were resigned to giving up these particular offices for four years because they were confident they could regain
their seats."

The Montgomery County Story

Table 3. Results of the elections in the most controversial voting areasfor the
two seats upfor recount.

VotingArea Leading Party Margin (2nd, 3rd) Petitioners' Argument
Bethesda Democratic 190,218 No recount needed

Darnestown Fusionist 144, 176 Numbers didn't add up

Laytonsville Fusionist 190,218 Defective votes counted
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The Fusion Party movement, although unique from modem politics in many respects, also shares some
characteristics with current times. As the Sentinel expressed in April 1934, there was "an influx of young men in
politics." Youth, or at least newness or freshness, in politics has long been viewed positively, and there has been
little exception in recent years. It is also interesting that the long and bitter 1934 recount exceeds in length that
of the high profile recounts of the 2000 and 2008 election cycles.

Reflecting on Prohibition in today's political climate is also interesting because many of the arguments for and
against the movement are still applied today, although clearly Prohibition is not on the table. However, the idea
that the prohibition of alcohol was difficult to enforce and was rarely enforced properly is still seen today in
other alcohol-related arguments. As in 1933,when the county adopted policies inspired by alcohol regulation in
Canada and Sweden, modem politicians have also looked for· solutions to various problems by emulating
aspects of regulations used in other countries.

can be drawn between the end of Prohibition in 1933, the Fusionist movement of 1934, and political sentiment
in the United States as a whole during the last decade. For instance, Ruth Shoemaker, a State Delegate and one
of the five Democrats who won against the Fusionists in 1934, voiced concern that too many county residents
were generally apathetic toward government and politics. Her concerns about the low level of political activism
still holds sway today in talk of declining voter turnout across the United States (although not so much in the
most recent elections).

Walter Dawson and Walter Johnson, ca. 1940. Johnson won the lone
Republican victory during the 1938 election following the collapse of the
Fusion movement. Eight years later in 1946, Dawson engineered a sweeping
Republican victory. Photo from the MCHS Collections.

Volume 53 Number 2



6

1 Montgomery County Sentinel, September 14, 1933 and Prohibition file in McMasters Papers Collection, Montgomery
County Historical Society.

2 Montgomery County Sentinel, November 9, 1933.
3 Montgomery County Sentinel, October 12, November 11, and December 7,1933.
4 Politics 1920-45 file in McMasters Papers Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society.
5Allen J. Ticket Selected, Fusionists Seek 500 Signatures. The Star,n.d. InPolitics vertical file, Montgomery County

Historical Society.
6 Unattributed. Defeated Commissioners Ask Court to Grant Petition For A Recount. The Star,n.d InPolitics vertical file,

Montgomery County Historical Society.
7lbid.
8 Staff Correspondent. Judges To Hear Recount Motion. The Star,n.d. InPoliticslFusion Party.

vertical file, Montgomery County Historical Society.
9 Unattributed. Three typewritten legal size sheets, "After careful consideration of the situation regarding the contest ...,"

n.d. InPoliticslFusion Party vertical file, Montgomery County Historical Society.
10 Politics 1920-45 file inMcMasters Papers Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society.
11 Scull D. Montgomery Republican Organization Helps Strengthen Two-Party System. Montgomery

County Sentinel. August 25, 1960.
12 Maryland State Archives. Archives of Maryland Historical List House of Delegates, Montgomery

County (1790-1966). Available at http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/speccol/sc2600/sc2685Ihouselhtrnl/
mohouse.htrnl. Last accessed on July 21,2010.

13 Politics file in McMasters Papers Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society.
14Dawson, Diamond, and Chinn biography vertical files, Montgomery County Historical Society.

Montgomery County politics in the 1930s was full of intrigue. While the country was bringing down
Prohibition, a fierce debate occurred in the county among people who otherwise agreed on many other issues. A
similar split occurred a year later as disgruntled Democrats went so far as to join with Republicans in order to
oppose a single influential politician, E. Brooke Lee. Seven decades ago, Montgomery County was in the midst
of a local political storm the likes of which has rarely been seen since, regardless of the steep rise in population
and the turbulent times we now find ourselves in.

The Montgomery County Story
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The diary or journal transcribed here covers June zs", 1924 (her 76th birthday) through May 16th, 1925 (the
death of her brother-in-law Luther Clagett). In between those dates Mrs. Clagett describes celebrations, and
deaths; national events such as the presidential election, and family problems like the (temporary) loss of a pet.
Her health is poor, she misses her husband terribly, and she is worried about being a burden on her family; but
there are happier times too, like holidays, and visits from family and old friends. The diary presents a small
slice of everyday life in Montgomery County in the early zo" century, showing readers joys, fears and troubles
both specific to time and place and universal.

Darius Clagett died on February iz", 1924, leaving his widow reliant upon her daughters and their families. By
June of that year Mrs. Clagett was living primarily with daughter Effie, son-in-law Dr. Pratt (as she calls him)
and granddaughter Ethelyn at their house on Commerce Lane in Rockville. She also made a few extended visits
to Freddie's home in Baltimore, where Mrs. Clagett died in July of 1925. Both she and Darius are buried in the
cemetery at the Potomac Methodist Church.1

However, research has uncovered some information about the children of Henrietta and Darius. Effie married
Dr. William T. Pratt' in 1893; they had one daughter, Ethelyn. Dr. Pratt was appointed Montgomery County
Health Officer in 1917, and the family moved to 117 Commerce Lane (now West Montgomery Avenue) in
Rockville in 1918. Daisy married Lester F. Butler in 1904, and they moved to his home state of North Carolina.
They had one son, Lester Clagett Butler. Freddie married C. Hopewell Warner (known as Hope) in 1904, and
they moved to Baltimore.

Darius Clagett was one of twelve children of Oratio
and Margaret Scott Clagett. Although not all of his Inscribed on frontispiece: "Diary of Mrs. Darius
siblings stayed in the county, the family appears to Clagett Rockville, Maryland." From the MCHS
have been a close one; Mrs. Clagett's diary is filled Collections.
with references to Clagett nieces and nephews, and
her brother-in-law Dr. Luther Clagett (1844-1925) is mentioned frequently. Unfortunately, this researcher has
been unable to trace Mrs. Clagett's own relatives; many ofthe family members mentioned throughout the diary
are currently unknown.

Henrietta Eliza Brown (1848-1925), born in
Washington, D.C., married Darius Clagett (1837-
1924) of Potomac in 1873. They lived in Potomac,
attended Potomac Methodist Chapel, and raised
three daughters: Mary Ethelyn (1874-1938), called
Effie; Sarah Marguerite (1878-?), called Daisy; and
Frederica (1883-?), called Freddie.

The Montgomery County Historical Society's library is home to a number of original diaries, journals and
memoirs. Most were written by ordinary County residents, living ordinary lives; unless there is a known
connection to national events (such as the Civil War), the majority of these documents have been languishing in
the archives, well cared for, but unread and unused. In recent years the staff and volunteers of the Society have
worked to transcribe these first person accounts and make their contents more readily available to researchers of
everyday life. What follows is one of the recently transcribed works: the brief diary of Mrs. Darius Clagett of
Rockville, made in the last year of her life.

The Diary of Henrietta E. Clagett, 1924-1925
Transcription by Julia Gottlieb; Additional research by Joanna Church

Volume 53 Number 2
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Friday, July 18th 1924
The loneliness of widowhood, of which I have heard my mother speak of so often, comes over me with

Rev. J W Duffy (or Dr. Duffy, as she sometimes calls him) was a prior minister of the Rockville Methodist
Church; he is retiredat thispoint, but is afrequent visitor to Mrs. Clagett.

Sunday, July 13th, 1924
Our dear Rev. Duffy preached at Methodist Church and came over after service to see me.
I was so glad to see him as he is one of my cherished friends.

Monday, July 7th 1924
Hope and Freddie returned from a visit to Daisy at Durham N.C left Baltimore on the 2nd of July. returned -
[page cut off, possibly continued on other page} Monday night July 7th 1924. Calvin Cooledge [sic} President
Cooledge's son 16 yrs old died at 10:30 p.m of septic poison. All feel sorrow for his parents.

Map of Rockville, c. 1926. Mrs. Clagett lived with her
daughter Effie and son-in-law Dr. William Pratt at 117
Commerce Lane (encircled on map). From the MCHS
Collections.

July
Hope and Freddie started last night on boat
for Norfolk from there on cars for Durham
N.C to make Lester and Daisy a little visit.
I am so glad, hope it will do Freddie good.
She needed the change and rest. Wed July 2nd,
1924.

Thursday, June 26t\ 1924
Returned to my summer home in Rockville
Md this morning, left Baltimore at 25 to 9
a.m. arrived here at twelve ten p.m.
Had a delightful ride over. Itwas so cool and
pleasant after yesterday's storm which was
one way to celebrate my 76 birthday but
welcome after the intense heat of last few
days.
The Democratic Convention met in New
York to nominate a president and we are so
excited over it listening over the radio can
hardly do anything else.

Katherine Beck (usually referred to in the diary as Katie) was the daughter of Luther Clagett, Mrs. Clagetts
brother-in-law; she lived in Baltimore.

Wednesday, June 25th, 1924
My 76th birthday was celebrated in Baltimore, Maryland, at the home of my dear daughter Freddie L.Warner.
Effie and Ethelyn Pratt Dr Clagett and Katherine Beck were our only guests to dinner which was a nice one.
I rec'd many nice gifts from dear ones and spent a pleasant day.

Formatting note: With a few exceptions, Mrs. Clagett's original spelling, grammar and corrections has been left
intact. Later additions to the diary, by either Effie or Ethelyn Pratt, are indicated in bold font. Notes added by
the transcriber and researcher are in italics.

The Montgomery County Story
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Friday, August 15th, 1924
After two days of delightful weather its now returning warm again.

Thursday, August 14th, 1924
It's cold enough for blankets and thick clothing today but we welcome the change gladly after the intense heat
of last days.
Mr Jones buried today.

Tuesday, August lih, 1924
Mr. James Jones died.

Monday, August 11th, 1924
We had a storm about 10:30 p.m. last night which cooled the air some but is getting warm again.

Saturday, August 9th, 1924
Still scorching hot and all feeling it very much.

Thursday, August 7th, 1924
Our dear Dr. Duffy came to see me.
Is most prostrated by the heat and so very feeble.
Sunday Afternoon.
Though we had a storm last night it is still oppressively warm so sultry and hard for me to get my breathe.
Mr. Thomas died July 31 st I know so how to feel for her. I miss my husband so, especially on Sundays.

Friday, August 8th 1924
We are having a dreadful spell of hot weather which is very hard to bear and is causing so much suffering.
I can hardly get my breathe [sic] at all.

This is one of Mrs. Clagetts most revealing moments, showing how little she enjoys having to rely on her
daughters - or more specifically, their husbands - in her widowhood.

August
Have just read notice of Mr. Thomas death in Sun paper. He died Thursday, July 31 st.

My heart aches for them all but his poor wife especially as I know so well how to feel for her.
She will be dependent upon her daughters entirely now. Which means son in law.

Sunday, August 3rd, 1924
Dr. Weeks (Weech) Virgie and The Bride and Groom (Evelyn and Ellwood) came last evening to spend
weekend with us. The Parks left about 5 p.m. Dr. W. staid until about 9 p.m. sang lovely for us. Was such a treat
to hear his sweet voice once more. We enjoyed all.

Sunday July 20th, 1924
My darling Freddie's 41 st birthday. Mrs. Martin and Elizabeth brought her over in their car and spent the day
with us.
We all enjoyed the day very much.

overwhelming force at times, and I feel I can hardly bear it. Day and night I miss my dear husband. The hours
are so long without him.

Volume 53 Number 2
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Wednesday,September 3rd, 1924
A thunder storm yesterday afternoon cooled the air so it is delightful today, for which we are very thankful.

Monday, September 1S\ 1924
Still very hot. 3 p.m. the heat so intense it makes me dizzy. Oh, for cooler weather. So many are suffering
besides myself.

Sunday,August 31S\ 1924
Heat very oppressive.
We went up to Gaithersburg for Ethelyn who went to dance given by Officers of Marines Sat night The girls
saw the parade and dined out at Camp. had a fine time.
The Marines are on their way to Gettysburg to enact Battle over but I don't like there as we Rebels were
repulsed there. I like Bull Run better for there we whipped the Yankees.

The parade may be a precursor to Gaithersburg's Labor Day Parade, which has been held since 1938.
"Camp JJprobably refers to the Methodist campgrounds at WashingtonGrove,just outside Gaithersburg. 3

Wednesday,August 2i\ 1924
Wed and Thursday very warm again.
Officers of Marines gave dance at Club House Wednight Ethelyn went and had a splendid time.

Tuesday,August 26th, 1924
Dorothy went home today. It's a perfectly lovely day.
Mr. Blacksher spent Sunday evening here. We all like him so much, is a typical Southern gentlemen.

Nettie Stonebreaker (1868-1931) is another of Mrs. Clagett's nieces on her husband's side, the daughter of
Darius 'younger brotherJohn WesleyClagett.

I rdSaturday,August 23 , 1924
Nettie Stonebreaker starts from Havre, France for home today after a grand tour abroad. Comes on steamer
Rochambeau expects to reach New York Sept 2nd•

Thursday,August 21S\ 1924
A perfectly lovely day for the Fair.
Ethelyn's school friend Dorothy came to make her a visit is a very nice pretty girl. Dee Beachby

The Rockville Fair,precursor to the modern County Fair, was held at thefairgrounds (now the site of Richard
Montgomery High School) every August until the early 1930s. 2

Tuesday,August 19th, 1924
Rockville Fair began today. Of course neither Effie nor I went but Ethelyn did.
My head feels too miserable and shortness of breathe too bad to go any place or enjoy anything. Dorothy Dee
Beachby came to make Ethelyn a visit.

Monday, August 18th, 1924
Hope and Freddie came Sat afternoon returned home after dinner today. Rockville

The Montgomery County Story
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Thursday, September 25th, 1924
My dear old friend Kate Adams Van Auken spent the day with me. We enjoyed being together so much.

Monday, September 29t\ 1924
Rainy day, dark and dreary, but Effie went over to see Freddie through it all.
We feel so anxious about her her health is so bad.
They had a big meeting at Potomac Chapel yesterday Sunday, September 28th 1924 at the laying of the comer
stone for new part the church.
I am glad they did not tear the old part down, as I have very precious associations connected with it.
Mon Sept 29 Mrs. Cissel taken to the hospital today.
We have not heard what was the matter but of course had to be operated on its always the way.
Mrs. Frey took her little baby to care for and Sallie Ward the two elder children.
I do pray she may get over it.
Effie went to see Freddie today. she is in such bad health we feel anxious about her.

Tuesday, September 23rd, 1924
After three days of rain, we are so thankful for lovely sunshine today.

Saturday, September 20th, 1924
My friend Mr. Baden, brought me lovely Azaleas. came in the rain to bring them.
I surely do appreciate his kindness and that of other dear friends who bring me such lovely flowers. I keep my
room decorated all the time.

Thursday, September 18th, 1924
Effie took me up to see Ida and Grace in Damstown [sic}, we had a delightful visit. Is a lovely place to visit
We settled up my dear husbands affairs about the Legacies to our children today. I gave enough from mine, to
make up Legacies to each child, was so glad to do it. They are so good and kind to me.
My friend Mrs. Garrett came to see me and brought me flowers.

Tuesday, September 16t\ 1924
Just had a delightful visit from my dear old friend Sallie Williams, I think each felt it might be the last time we
would meet. It may not be, we never can tell.

Wednesday, September 10th, 1924
Robert Wyand, Ethelyn's friend [at top of entry, apparently in reference to "Bob ''j
It's as cold as October, fire and blankets comfortable but I do not mind as I can keep warm and comfortable.
Ethelyn had fine time up at Sharpsburg her friend Bob was so kind and attentive. His mother had her to dinner
and was very nice to her.

Saturday, September 6th, 1924
It is very cold so fire and blankets are very comfortable.
Lester Clagett Butler was nineteen years old yesterday (4th). Ethelyn went up to Battle of Antietam. Maneuvers
by Marines at Gettysburg. I don't like that
I am very miserable in spite of all the care and attention all give me here, the great difficulty in breathing makes
life hard for me.
I had such bad suffocating spell last night at midnight. Dr and Effie were both with me. Its so hard to bear, not
being able to breathe freely.

Volume 53 Number 2
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Friday, October 10th, 1924
Brother Luther stopped by on his way fromAddies to bid me good bye
Will go to be with Nettie at Bessies for a few days before going over to Baltimore.
I have just heard of the death of my dear precious friend Mrs. Spencer, last night she was so good, is in Heaven
with our loved ones now. Died Friday October io", 1924.

Lucille Lamar is the granddaughter of Dr. Edward E. Stonestreet of Rockville.

Thursday, October 9th, 1924
Lucile Lamar's wedding day.
A lovely day. I hope ominous [sic] of her married life, for she is a very lovable girl.
4:30p.m.
Lucile just married at M.E Church South by Rev. Nolan Harmon, her brother-in-law
She wore a lovely blue dress with hat to match, carried lovely flowers, received great many presents so Ethelyn
told me.

Newspaper clipping pasted into the diary: the marriage of Miss Lucile Allen Lamar and Mr. Homer Stafford
Bryant.

Tuesday,October ih, 1924
My niece, Ella Moore, came to see me and we all enjoyed her visit she is so very entertaining.
My kind friend Mrs. Riggs brought me some delicious caramels she had made for me. I have so many kind
friends here, as well as in Baltimore. Mr. Warfieldwas buried this morning. had a very large funeral.

Here two newspaper clippings are pasted into the diary: obituaries of Mrs. Mary E. Spencer of Rockville.

Carter and Nora Clagett are Mrs. Clagett s nephew (son of Darius 'brother Montgomery) and his wife.

Sunday,October 5th, 1924
Our dear brother Luther left us to pay Carter and Nora a visit and I surely do miss him.
Paul Blackshire came to see Ethelyn. We all think so much of him. he is a perfect Southern gentlemen, from
Dublin, Georgia. Robert Alfa and Bernice came up to call on uncle Luther before he left us.

Thursday,October 2nd 1924
Our dear brother Luther came this afternoon to make us a visit.
We are so delighted to have him.
He is such a truly good man.
My dearly loved friend Mrs Masters died very suddenly Thursday, September 26th, 1924. She was one of my
dearest truest friends.

Tuesday, September 30th, 1924
Still raining.
Feels like Equinoxial storm. I am so choked up, can hardly get my breath.

The Potomac Methodist Chapel was built in 1854 on land given by Darius Clagett s parents, Oratio and
Margaret. The building was added to in 1884 and 1924, and was razed in 1969 and replaced with the current
Potomac Methodist Church. 4

The Montgomery County Story
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Saturday,Oct 18th 1924
Dr.went in the yard with pet Parrott on his shoulder &when it flew up to the top of high tree and no one can get
it down.
It will answer when we call him but will not come. He will starve to death up there.
Wewill miss him as all made such a pet of him. I am so very sorry.
Cousin Sam Briggs telephoned that Sadie was very ill and wanted to know if Dr. Pratt could help them get her
in a Hospital.

Friday Oct 1ih 1924
Our much travelled niece, Nettie Clagett Stonebreaker, came to make us a little visit and tell us about her
wonderful trip.
Mrs. Kate StoneReichard came later on.
We are so glad to have them. Each are so very entertaining.

Oct 15th 1924
I had a bad night and all chocked up and sick today.

"Sister Ginnie" - unfortunately this researcher has been unable, so far, to track down Mrs. Clagett s family
history; references to her own relatives, as opposed to those related by marriage, are as yet unknown.

October 14th 1924
Went to Washingtonmost unexpectedly. Saw Sister Ginnie who is real sick with Bronchitis. Staid awhile with
Julia but not half long enough, to talk over things, so was real disappointed all though [sic] I enjoyed the ride.
The day was so lovely and autumn foliage so beautiful.

Sat Oct 11th, 1924
Dr went out in the yard with Mike (the Parrott) on his shoulder when it flew away up in the top of high trees and
would not come down and how has gone off. we are all so grieved to loose [sic] him all loved him, and he was
so much company.

Sunday,October lih, 1924
Just had a visit from our friend Mr. Harrison, Kate Stone's husband one of the nicest gentlemen ever lived and a
true friend.
Freddie Mrs. Martin and Elizabeth came and spent the day with us.
Wewere delighted to have them and to see Freddie looking better.

Saturday,October 11th, 1924
Effie and I went on down to Potomac Cemetery to decorate Darius' grave withAutumn leaves golden and roses.
From there we called Addie's found her so distressed at having upset her china closet and broken all her lovely
china which she can never replace for they were her wedding present. She tried to move closet by her self to
put up a stove for uncle Luther we all feel so sorry for her.

Mrs. Spencer (MaryE. Maus Spencer, 1841-1924) lived with her sister Miss Adele Maus (mentioned later in the
diary) at 216 W Montgomery Avenue, down the street from the Pratt home. She was of an age with Mrs.
Clagett, and had been long widowed.

Addie is another of Mrs. Clagetts nieces by marriage, the daughter of Darius' sister Adelia Clagett Saunders.
Addie Lee Saunders (born 1885)married Chesterfield Clagett (her second cousin), and lived in Potomac.
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Diary entry from October rs", 1924 detailing the escape of Mike the Parrot. Deciphering
handwriting is often the most difficult part of transcibing personal documents such as diaries.
From the MCHS Collections.

Thursday Oct 23rd 1924
Dr offered a reward for Mike, a colored man saw it in Post Office and came to say, a Parrott was in tree near his
home. So Dr & Ethelyn went to place and have just brought him home.
All are so rejoiced do hope he never gets away again.

Cousin Sam Briggs and his wife Sadie are unknown, probably related to Mrs. Clagett. Sadie s story continues
over the nextfew weeks.

Dr. was not home so he said he would phone again at 6 p.m. but he has not, so I guess they made some other
arrangements for her. I am so anxious to hear.

The Montgomery County Story

Sunday Oct 19th 1924
Carter came up for Nettie to make them a little visit.
Wemiss her very much.
Mike [the parrot] is gone forever I fear. We all grieve over loosing [sic] him. That's the trouble having pets,
we miss them so when anything happens to them.
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Friday Nov 14th 1924
I feel so sick and miserable most of the time now. Can not think of going to Freddies unless I get better as she
is not able to wait on me like Effie does day and night.

Thursday Nov 13th 1924
Our dear niece Ida spent the day with us, was so glad to have her.

Monday Nov 10th
Ethelyn received nice birth-day gifts velvet dress, silk stockings, money, bowl gold fish, I?] writing paper and
Canary. Mr. Blackshir spent the evening with her.

Sunday Nov 9th 1924
My darling Granddaughter's 21 st birthday. I pray it may be a happy day for her, and the coming year may bring
her many blessings.

Friday Nov 7th 1924
Had such a delightful surprise by having my darling Freddie come walking in this morning.
I was feeling miserable and sick but I think her coming made me feel better.
Miss Mary is making me a pretty dress box which I will be glad to have.

Wed. Nov 5th 1924
Luther left us to go back to Baltimore today. I will miss him so. Wish I did not feel partings from my friends so
but I do, it gives me heart-ache.

Wed Nov 5th 1924
We are dreadfully disappointed to have, the Republicans win, and our country given over to corruption and
wickedness. Its dreadful to think of, what is in store for all who live to see it.

Davis is John WilliamDavis, the Democratic candidatefor President in 1924. The Democratic vote was split
by the third party candidate, Robert M LaFollette, Sr. of the Progressive Party. Incumbent Calvin Coolidge
(who took over the Presidency upon the death of WarrenG Harding in 1923) won the popular vote by a wide
margin, much to Mrs. Clagett s dismay. 6

Tuesday Nov 4th 1924
As it looked like it might rain Effie and I went down early to Polls to vote for Davis. I pray he may be elected
but am afraid he will not he is such a splendid man.

Sadie Briggs (and the unknown Anna) were almost certainly taken to the Gundry Sanitarium in Catonsville,
founded in 1898 and closed in 1990. A 1903 advertisement describes it as "Aprivate sanitarium for the care
and treatment of nervous and selected cases of mental disease, alcoholic and drug habits. " 5

Thursday Oct 23 rd 1924
Freddie wrote they took Sadie and Anna to Sanitarium near Catonsville where they have nice room on second
floor. Both in same room, where they will have every care and attention. I feel so relieved and thankful.
Mr. Tom Vincent died very suddenly Friday night.
Dr. Weeks &Miss trained nurse, took lunch and dinner with us. Both very nice.

Volume 53 Number 2



16

Thursday Dec 18th 1924
Anniversary of my dear husbands 87th birth-day, ifhe had lived.

Monday Dec 8th 1924
Jarrie buried to-day, it's a dreadful rainy dark day.
I do feel such sympathy for her husband who was so kind to her and made her life so happy.

Sunday Dec ih 1924
Addie came up and spent the evening with me, I was so glad to have her to my self like old times.

Thursday Dec 4th 1924
Jarrie really did die to-day. They told her husband she was better, and he was going down in the ambulance to
bring her home when they met him with the news she was dead.

Sunday Nov 30th 1924
Itwas a false report about larrie's death and we are so glad.

Jane Florence Clagett (1880-1924), daughter of Darius Clagett's cousin Henry, married Harry G Pass of
Rockville in 1921.

Thursday Nov 27th, 1924
Have just heard of the death of Jarrie Clagett Poss of malignant cancer. She was so happily married and had
every thing to live for.

Tuesday Nov 25th
Ethelyn went to Baltimore today do hope her trip will do her good.

Wed Nov 26th
Mrs. Choate buried to-day. I am loosing so many friends.

Monday Nov 24th 1924
Dr. Pratt's fifty sixth birth-day.
My friend Mrs. Choate died this afternoon after months of illness, gone to meet her loved husband, Ienvy her I
mISS mme so.

Nov 23rd 1924
Carter Nora John and Mr. Blackshir- shear were here to-night. Ethelyn up and about.

Friday Nov 21st 1924
Ethelyn sick in bed so could not go to Baltimore to-day as she expected to do.

Saturday Nov 15th 1924
First fall of snow the day is dark and dreary.
Effie went to dentist and had three teeth drawn, feels pretty [?J after the operation but I hope will feel much
better after gums heal.
I am so lonely Imiss my dear husband more and more to think this time last year we were together, now Iam
alone, it's so sad and dreary.
My Cousin Helen Bentley Lea spent the day with us, is so entertaining, we enjoyed having her.

The Montgomery County Story
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Saturday Jan 10th 1925
Snowing fast again, which will make the roads dreadful.
The Boys are the only ones who enjoy the Snow, are out in full force with their sleds, and having a grand time.
Effie has no servant, has not had since Christmas day, she telephoned [to tell us that] her gentleman friend had
not gotten his auto license so was afraid to come into Rockville so she could not get here either.

Sorry, we're not sure what Effie (ECP) means by this note!

Friday Jan 9th 1925
I am so lonely and feel so badly all the time.
While the sun has been shining so bright yet the roads are in such dreadful condition we can not venture to
Baltimore.
I am so worried about Ethelyn who is in such bad health, will have to have her Tonsils removed soon, has lost
25 lbs, never had any tonsils! ECP

Friday Jan 2nd 1925
We are having a regular blizzard, snow is deep and still falling.
How thankful I feel for my good comfortable room and dear kind child to wait on me.
We are glad Mr. Ray is better too.
Indeed we have much to be thankful for.

January 1st 1925
New Years day dark and dreary snow on the ground from last night's fall. Looks like we would have more.
It's been bitter cold but has moderated some.

Dec. 31st 1924
Last day of old year which brought so much sorrow and loss of loved ones &c.
Our good neighbor Mr. Preston Ray is very ill with Bronchial Pneumonia.
I pray his life may be spared. He is such a devoted Father and husband, and liked by all who know him would
be sadly missed by all who know him.

Christmas Day, Dec 25th 1924
It turned out to be a fine day after all. Hope & Freddie came.
I received so many lovely Christmas Gifts & Cards. ~ 42 Gifts.
Freddie told me of the death of my dear Cousin (& Sister-by-adoption) all our lives) [sic] Sadie E. Briggs, died
yesterday Dec. 24th 1924. It's a blessed change for her and relief to all who loved her as she could never have
been well again.

;;

Wed Dec 24th 1924
Rain freezing as it falls, is the weather for to-day, with promise for more bad weather for tomorrow.
I will be so disappointed if Freddie does not get here but would not blame them if they do not venture out in
such weather.
Would not have them take cold for any thing.

Monday and Tuesday Dec 22nd & 23rd
We are having a bitter-cold spell Thermometer 4 deg above zero.
I do hope it will moderate before Christmas so Hope and Freddie can come.
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Jan 27th 1925
Rain and wind very disagreeable weather.
My dear friend Mrs. Thomas came to see me in all the rain yesterday.
I think she is a true and I know a dear friend.
It has turned into a real snow storm over the rainy sheets will make navigation dreadful, was bad enough before
more snow.
Was so glad to have Nora come in through all the storm.
We are getting our share of the blizzard it's 5 p.m. and the snow still falling.
The wind will make it drift too so roads will be dreadful.
Wed. coldest night of the winter, every thing frozen up, pipe bursted in kitchen, have to go to neighbors for

Monday Jan 26th 1925
Well, my wish came true in most unexpected manner, when Luther, Harry, Nora John and Carter all came after
tea.
I was so delighted to see Luther, and the rest too, but him especially, he's always been such a dear brother to me.
This is a rainy day. Jan certainly has been a hard month will be glad when it's over. .

Severalpages are torn out between the 16th and 26th entries.

Friday Jan 16th 1925
A rainy day, on the snow will make the roads worse than ever.
I feel so thankful for my comfortable home and dear ones to wait on me.
They are so kind to me, but I feel there are many things (they Effie especially) would do if I was not here.
It can not be helped now though, here I must stay until its right for me to go.

Thursday Jan 15th 1925
I was so delighted to see Eleanor walking in this morning it was in answer to prayer I am sure as Effie has had it
so hard every since Christmas day.

Wed Jan 14th 1925
Perfectly lovely over head but slippery under foot.

Tuesday Jan 13th 1925
My dear Addie spent the day with me. Nora came in evening. They do not mind the weather.

Jan lih 1925
Rain and sleet so slippery people have to walk in middle of street. Roads very dangerous to travel over, only
having one track broken it's hard to pass when vehicles meet.

Jan 11th 1925
Snowing hard - we are snow bound sure enough but so much to be thankful for in such a comfortable home
with plenty to eat and wear.
My only worry is that Effie has no help when she needs it so much.

In the 1910 and 1930 censuses the Pratts do not appear to have live-in servants, although in 1920 the Pratt
household includes Katie Johnson, a 27 year old white woman designated as a "cook," and her two young
children. On January is". 1925, Mrs. Clagett notes that Eleanor - apparently the absent servant mentioned
above - has returned, relieving Effie of some work,·Eleanor s exact identity is unknown.

The Montgomery County Story
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Friday, Feb 13th 1925
Just had a delightful call from James Anderson an old friend of our girls, and mine too.

The date of Feb 1 ih is repeated because Mrs. Clagett mistook Wednesday 50 date, as she notes above.

Thursday Feb 1ih 1925
I made a mistake in date yesterday it is today, the date of my husband's death.
It is bitter cold again. Ther. fell 20 degs.
Wehave such changeable weather, it's enough to keep people sick. Jackie McDonald and Miss Adele Maus and
Mr.Minnick came to see me.

+Hes WedFeb 12th 1925 [page before this torn out]
One year ago this date since my dear husband died. Oh how I miss him its dreadful to be the one left.

Tuesday Feb 11th1925
Arainy day.
Jackie spent most of yesterday with us, and Miss Daisy Magruder came later on.
I am so glad when anyone comes in.
Miss Julia Magruder came over and staid [sic] with me while Effie went to card party at Miss Mary Lyddane's.

Wed.Feb 4th 1925
Ethelyn began to take music lessons from Katherine Smith to-day. (Never went back)

Tuesday Feb 3rd 1925
Bitter cold. ther. going down all the time.

Monday Feb 2nd

Bessie andAlfa came to see us this afternoon.
I am so glad when anyone comes in to relieve the loneliness.

Monday Feb 2nd 1925
Ground Hog day but so cloudy I hope he did not see his shadow,& we may have good weather.

Sunday Feb 1st 1925
My dear friendMrs. Thomas went to Baltimore this afternoon with her husband to be gone several weeks.
They waived [sic] me good bye as they got on the Car.

Sunday Feb 1st 1925
Cloudy and unsettled but not cold.
Miss Bessie Lyddane started for Miami Florida to-day to be gone several months.

Jan 29th 1925
Hailing and real wintry weather.
I feel so thankful for my good comfortable room, and all so good and kind to me.
Jan 30th 1925
A lovely day after the blizzard yesterday. Sun so warm and bright.

drinking water.
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Ash Wednesday, February 25th, 1925
Beginning of Lent. dark cloudy with promise of Rain.

Tuesday Afternoon
Effie took me for a ride today.
We went to cemetery at Potomac Chapel. Found my dear husbands grave looking so lovely and green. Laurels
put on just before Christmas as fresh as when first put on and the wreath of red roses put on by Alfa, so pretty. It
made my heart glad. its a lovely place to sleep when God calls me.

Shrove Tuesday, February 22nd, 1925
Perfectly lovely day. Makes me feel like I ought to go to Freddie's and give Effie a rest, but am so afraid I will
be homesick and can not get back.
I know Freddie would be as kind as Effie but I am so used to her, she knows just what to give me and do to
relieve me.

Thursday, February 19th, 1925
Mrs Scotts home burned to ground this morning we are so sorry for her.

Ash Wednesday, February 18th, 1925 [Note: she seems to have made a mistake about it being Ash Wednesday;
see next week]
Ethelyn came home last night.
So glad to have her back.
Bessie &Alfa were here yesterday afternoon.
Dear Mrs Henderson this morning, she is such a dear lovable friend.

Tuesday February 17th, 1925
I was so sick last night with cramps.
Effie sent for Dr Hawke. It was some time before I got relief. The weather is so changeable sun shine early in
day then clouds over and I choke up.

Monday, February 16th, 1925
Lovely and spring like early in day. Clouded over about 2 P.M. and became colder.

Sunday, February 15th, 1925
Rainy day.

Saturday, February 14th, 1925 Valentine's Day
The day began lovely and warm just like spring and now at 3P.M. is clouded over and has every appearance of
rain. I've received lovely gifts for Valentine's box of stuffed dates and other candy from Freddie. Valentines
from Daisy and Freddie Nettie and others. Lovely packet of flowers, cake & snow pudding Mrs Garrett.

Sandwiches & Ice Cream Mrs. Waters. Waldorf Salad & hot rolls Sadie Bradley.

He came to take his sister Mary home with him to-day at Galveston Texas to be gone several months.
The water came in Cellar so it put the fire out in Furnace Dr got the Fire Engine to come and pump it out but we
have no fire yet as he is away.
My dear friend Mrs. Garrett came to see us this afternoon, and kind Miss Daisy Magruder brought plate of
lovely cake (looks like a bride cake) for a Valentine.

The Montgomery County Story
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Tuesday, March 10th, 1925

Monday, March 9th, 1925
Luther came to see me this morning is such a dear kind brother.
I had a very bad night so feel badly today.

Saturday, March 7th, 1925 - Baltimore, MD
Effie brought me over here to Freddies, hoping the change would benefit me, as my health is so bad, I only
weigh 100 lbs, and feel wretched most of the time.

Thursday, March 5th, 1925
Rainy today. Am glad yesterday was such a good day, clear and cold. on account of the people though not many
have any interest in it as they used to in times past. Good old Southern times never to come back.

Wednesday, March 4th, 1925
Cool edge Inauguration day. very cold. Republicans to rule us from this time on.

Tuesday, March 3rd, 1925
So delighted to have a visit from Mrs Perry today. Mr Perry Cora and Mrs White came too.

"Blue Monday" was a nickname for laundry day (usually a Monday) before the introduction of labor-saving
devices. The name may stem from the bluing used in the wash, but is also commonly thought to refer to the
unpleasant and depressing amount of labor involved in the laundryprocess. 7

Monday, March 2nd. 1925
This is blue Monday for Effie, no servant, Ethelyn in bed with bad cold and she with Rheumatism.
I am glad the sun is shining, though bad weather was predicted for today.

Sunday, March 1S\ 1925
Very cloudy and damp with promise of rain
I've just had a call from our dear Dr Duffy. while I was delighted to see him, yes, I think it very imprudent in
him to venture out such bad weather.
How I wish I could get an Auto to take him home so he would not take cold.

Saturday, February 28th, 1925
Milder and warmer today, am so glad this is last day of Feb.

Friday, February 2ih, 1925
Very cold. frost on the windows, windy too.
I am glad Freddie came yesterday.

Thursday, February 26th, 1925
A real March day. So windy but warm. My darling Freddie spent the day with us has just gone. It's such a
pleasure to have her.
Mr Minnick came and administered Holy Communion to us which was such a blessed privilege. Effie, Freddie
and Ethelyn communed with me.

The paper hanger is here papering the halls, began this morning.
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Thursday, April 16th, 1925
Effie fifty one years ago old.

Wednesday, April 15th, 1925
Fifty-two years ago married.
My precious friend Ella Lasser came to see me such a pleasure seems like a sweet dream.

Easter Sunday, Aprilli\ 1925
Effie came over to take Easter dinner with us.
Freddie had everything very nice only I could not taste one thing, my stomach is so upset. I suffer all the time.

Good Friday, April 10th, 1925
Though sick and suffering yet I have much to be thankful for my friends are lovely to me, have brought
beautiful flowers Walter's were carnations and Lilla Adams Mahon lovely house plant. Miss Darrel lilies in pot.
Four pieces palm.
Mrs. Lasser bulbs from California. Nettie Stonebreaker white hyacinths.
Luther had a birthday Tuesday the 7th. 81 years old.

Palm Sunday, April 5th, 1925
Katie Beck has just been to see me and tell me the good news that Harvey has returned to the church, of which
he was a member years ago and Frances is to be confirmed tonight such grand news.

Monday, March 30th, 1925
Snow and disagreeable weather generally.
I feel so badly all the time. can only sit up a little while at a time.

Sunday, March 29th, 1925
March is going out like a lion sure snow and rain and cold today.
The two Ethelyns went home after dinner.

Friday, March 2ih, 1925
The two Ethelyns came to stay until Sunday.
I've been very sick had to send for Dr.
I like him very much. think he has helped me. But nothing restores my strength for any length oftime.

Saturday, March 21S\ 1925
I've been here two weeks but do not feel any better. To not feel anything is going to help me much. I'm too old.

Monday, March 16th, 1925
Ten callers yesterday nearly finished me up. I felt too nervous and bad to live. Dr. Clagett, Katie, Nettie, the two
Ethelyns, Mrs Marrin, Mrs Hirt, two cousins of Hope's, Walter.

Saturday, March 14th, 1925
Effie and Ethelyn came to stay overnight with us. so glad to have them.

Effie left me this morning and I am so home sick, though Freddie is as kind as can be to me.
Annie Willson went over with Effie.
I am glad she did not have to be alone.
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Mrs. Clagett did not write in this diary again after her brother-in-law's death, although the volume had many
more pages to fill. She herself died July 11, 1925, while living in Baltimore with Freddie and Hope. At some
point Effie added a few notes and corrections to her mother's words (she signed herself "ECP"), and either Effie
or, more likely, Ethelyn donated to the Historical Society Mrs. Clagett's diary along with Effie's "luncheon
journal" (in which Mrs. Pratt jotted down the menus of every card party and club meeting she attended between
1919 and 1929).8 Happily for us, the family thought highly enough of these unassuming, yet fascinating,
records that they chose to preserve them for posterity. Diaries such as Mrs. Clagett's provide modem readers
with an intimate window into the everyday thoughts and activities of ordinary people.

Friday,May 16th, 1925
My beloved brother Luther passed away at 4 0 clock A.M. A good man gone to his reward. but oh how he will
be missed.

Thursday,May 15th,1925 .
Dr Watsonjust been here. said uncle Luther will not last more than day or two.
We are glad Nettie can be with Katie. Oh how she will miss that dear good Father, indeed we all will.

Wednesday,May 14th,1925
My beloved brother Luther S. Clagett taken ill one week ago today and still continues so. Is unconscious [she
probably meant delirious), thinks he is away and begs to be taken home.
We are all so distressed about him as he is beloved by all who know him.

Sunday,May 111h,1925
Mothers Day.
My friends are lovely to me, bring me flowers &c. Mrs. Hirt brought me tulips that had been sent to her from
Pittsburg.

Friday,May 1S\ 1925
Weather very cold has been for several days.

Monday,Apri12ih, 1925
Had ten callers yesterday and did not get nervous as I did before.
First, dear Mrs. Martin then Luther and Katie, afternoon Virgie, Nettie, Bernice and dear pretty baby, Ellwood
and Evelyn and little Charlotte.
I think they did me good. cheered me up. Todaymy dear friend Ella Willson and Maggie came.

Thursday, April 23fd, 1925
Had a delightful visit from Effie and Ethelyn. came Tuesday left this afternoon.
They got to see the Paint & Powder club play and Phil Shippley took Ethelyn to the movies last night.
She wore a beautiful becoming dress and looked real pretty.
Phil is a nice fellow and I am glad she has him for a friend.

Hope & Freddie married twenty one years.
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I Information on genealogy throughout this article was compiled from the following sources:
Brice McAdoo Clagett, comp., The Clagett Family: A Brief History of the Name in England and a Register 0/All the
Known Descendants of the Immigrant to Maryland in 1671, Captain Thomas Clagett (Self-published, 1945)

Mary Charlotte Crook, comp., Some Montgomery County Clagetts (Rockville: MCHS, 1995)
WilliamN. Hurley, Jr., ed., 1880Population Census 0/Montgomery County,Maryland (Bowie: Heritage Books, 1999)
WilliamN. Hurley, Jr., ed., 1900Population Census 0/Montgomery County,Maryland (Bowie: Heritage Books, 2000)
Marian Waters Jacobs,Medical Doctors a/Montgomery County 1776-1900. (Rockville: MCHS, 1989)
Mary Gordon Malloy, ed., GenealogicalAbstracts, Montgomery County (Md) Sentinel, 1900-1934 (Rockville:
MCHS, 1986)

Janet Thompson Manuel, comp.,Marriage Licenses of Montgomery County,Md., 1798-1898. (Bowie: Family Line
Publications, 1998)

US Federal Census Records of 1910, 1920 and 1930www.ancestry.com(accessed September 24,2010)
2Eileen S. McGuckian, Rockville: Portrait 0/ a City (Franklin, Tenn: Hillsboro Press, 2001), 82
3 Gaithersburg-WashingtonGrove Volunteer Fire Department's program for the "11th Annual Labor Day Parade," 1949

(MCHSVerticalFiles)
PhilipK. Edwards, WashingtonGrove 1873-1937:A History a/the WashingtonGrove CampMeeting Association
(WashingtonGrove, 1988)

4 Patty Elton, "History of the Potomac United Methodist Church" (MCHS VerticalFiles, unpublished article, 1994)
5 Obituary for Helen Gundry Vauthier in the Baltimore Sun, March 7, 2003 http://articles.baltimoresun.coml2003-03-

07/news/0303070119 1 gundry-cumberland-sanitarium (accessed September 23,2010).
Advertisement for Gundry Sanitarium, TheAmerican Journal of Insanity, Vol.LIX No.3 (Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, January 1903), 10 http://ajp.psychiatryonline.org/cgi/issue pdflfrontmatter pdf/59/3.pdf
(accessed September 23,2010)

6The American Presidency Project, "Election of 1924" http://www.presidency.ucsb.edulshowelection.php?year=1924
(accessed September 24,2010)

7 SidneyMorse, Household Discoveries: An Encyclopedia of Practical Recipes and Processes (Petersburg, NY: Success
Co, 1908),355,379

Canada Science& TechnologyMuseum, "Blue Monday"
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.calenglishlcollectionlwashl.cfm (accessed September 24,2010)

8 To learn more about Effie Pratt's luncheonjournal visit:
Joanna Church, A Fine Collection Biog, "1920s Diaries; or the Minutiae of Other People's Lives"
http://afinecollection.wordpress.coml2010106109/1920s-diaries-or-the-minutiae-of-other-peoples-livesl(accessed
September 27,2010)
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