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MSe LEVINE: March 13, 1971, home of Lavinia Engles This is Phyllis Levine,

MISS ENGLE: Hymmhnkamldmthwumuhnthntbmxmwtin
the field and not here, but I don't believe I have hardly any,..
I don't think there's much of anything about Suffragette campaign

hare.

The State of Maryland wes one that we would have thought would actively support
the Federal amendmant, as was the case in a great many statess A very large lobby
loomed up suddenly. It was heavily of the liguer interests It was the = well,
it's hard to describe == it was the type of person like the man who led the fight
egainst ratification here, old Semator Frick, He really lived in an age that had
long singce passed. Andesethey appealed tossethey painted women asy we would say now,
far from the left. They called USssetheseswall, it ien't insecure, but the irrationdl
idealiste and things of that sort, Thet we wanted to promote socialism in the State
uas a very common 5“-@.

That last three years before the Amendment was submitted and then the two years
afterwards we fought to get it ratified,

And the National Board was pretty savvy [;a t‘7 where we could expest good
organizetion support., The women in the State were organized and had all the assiste
ance that the National could give them as soon as possible, eo that they would have
permitted us, as it was, to move on in to states such as some of them have; West
Virginia andsesl think the New York, New Jersey end Pennsylvania campaigns were
among the Federalists, because there you had all of your organized opposition to
social programs,

They counted on people who felt they'd be heavily texed for secisl programs,
who felt that they would crestes a more restrictive way of life, et cetera, ot cetera,.

But it was = it was interesting and rather strange that thess.and I don't have
that list before me, but semewhers in my library, I do have it - so states that

moved ahsad and ratifiede-of course, Wyoming was the first,



MS. LEVINE: Yos.

MISS ENGLE: Then the second team of states that had ratified — in Texas, we
got a bill through thet didn't - it was not & constitutional
amendment, but just a state statute to give women the right te

vote in the primary,

And it wasn't until we had that thing on third reading that the opposition
suddenly came to and realized that the primary vote was the vote that would control.

So there we got state ratification, I think I told you this story of what we
decided here in Maryland. After the ratification died, the last necessary or needed
state was a facts We were in franchise.

The question of what to do about the other states that had not ratifieds Mrs.
Ellicott, and I think it was Mrs. Charles Woodruff, and I were down talking to
Governor Ritchie who had just been inaugurated. He had won as more or less s reform
candidate. Baltimore was pretty well controlled by what was called the Mann-Kelly
machines And they had fought him in the citys He said to Mrs. Ellicott, "Mrs.
Ellicott, what do you want us to do in this section? Do you want us to introduce a
resolution approving of the suffrage amendment?"

Mre. Ellicott looked at us and said, "Governor, we have discussed that. Ue know
that our first big challenge will be on the so-called Shepherd-Towner Act," (which
established the Bureau of Infant and Maternal Care in the Children's Bureau, and which
had an amount of money for Federal grants aid in the states that established similar
bureaus., )

At that time, the United States had one of the highest, if not the highest (sort
of up and down at times) maternal and infant death  pate of any civilized country,
And it was a crying issue., The anti-suffragists opposed it—-opposed it virilye=and
80 down there when we asked the question, Mrs. Ellicett said, "Governor, we have

discussed that., And we have discussed the opposition to the Suffrage Amendment and
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uhet we mey expect from that particular-ewhat would you say-=type of mind in our
Legislative Session when we were going after bills that are first of all, perhaps,
to clarify the status of women in connection with their oun property and their own
earnings and their right of joint responsibility and conssquently power for the
children in the family,."

"And we have the ShepherdeTowner Bill to establish this Bureaus And we have
dﬂimituwldbcdmmttnhtnduowth&ugthntlimduptm-ldopmim
on the Anti~Suffrags group against us as the new women's votsrs group. UWe thought
ituouldhondmhlﬁmtuanimthtnlmwmumugoaﬂu
support for the legislation we want.

MS. LEVINE: Now, have you found that that lobbying practice stood you in goed
stead later on?
MISS ENGLE: Well, yes «= lobbying was not really an organized art., But thers

are some things that you certeinly do have to watch,

For ene thing, ywhvotoutchtmtthuodmmthundupagrmu\ouko
pride in opposing the sort of things you want, And in this instance, the Pirst was
the economic and legal status of the wife and of the single woman,

It was also characteristic that the League supperted stronger child labor mathods
on both Federal and State levels. They supported a good many school reforms,

And these were the thinge that you went down to the Stete Cepitol and eppsared
before Hearings and also you developed and saw thet poed materiale-as explaining the
case for this particular statute—-was provided svery member of the Legislature,

\fauMfmmmtwdmmumllmm—ywmthmmlm»
you visited the members ormmem-thmwmymmwmm for
his support.

Our national suffrage assocletion and the Lesgue were aluays -~ well, I think
the word would be, mM—thMMM%wwmm.
We did not go in for high drama. Thmmoomdmﬂnnumtnhwncgrnt



attitude,

The Alice Paul orgenization hag some very Pine women in it, It had a group,
navevess who falt thet your — your cranstie expression of spprovel == just ss in
the suffrage days, Mwieua-mmuamm-wmw
the mestings, Ifmmhhmﬂlﬂ;ywdﬂdﬂ'tmmm:fhat
sncugh,

Mmbmormmungocfwntw Suffrage Association and teok
ﬂnflmnmmfumagmuunnum
MS. LEVINE: This wes tha Alice Paul group?

M1SS ENGLEs The Alice Feul group. fires Ellicott followed the Anna Howsrd Shaw
mwcmhﬂmahttmwlm-mhummm
tomarttoympﬂntafﬁulnthohnpothmthtdmm

came to earry out the statute, in sctual practice of law, or establish the thing

that you were trying to gety you could by end large get & grest deal of support from
it and from the people who hed prinepily opposed it.

So it wasy oh let's say it wes a low key in some ways. And this didn't auit
the Alice Paul group, They feltewand you know, you sluays get organizations, political
and otherwise, that fesl that a headline, no mattsr whet it says, is good for what
you're doing,

mtmh...mdm'dlmo-pimofmmuthm”mad.dhnu-tnhucy
to see or to talk with you, Anduy.uu,u'-mtmumytammkhm
u‘dukotnm-mmdthhmkmntuufnhm.



And quite frequently, mmum(mmmlyuh-vcafuw
anmetuu—nnuthrafrm.ltmunuhndnnt’nnnhlum).

!tmaumuyoflwm.Mitmtdmmmtthnughymlmut-
tion, that you had something,

mmmmmtufmmtmmymuurMum.Mym
legislation had some pretty strong opposition, in many cases they took the legislation

Ituuontlnlhhlmd. !M.nmal&nﬂud&m&nm
mmmuumMmemtmmmmm
were below the State legal permission, 4f that's what you want, worked in certain
types of employment, Ue had some ghastly ceses whers young boys had worked around
machines and tools and been horribly injured, We had & famous case wherse pirls,
comparatively young, worked in a watch factory out at Elkton and the girls were given
utualmmummmm—ntu it they use for illumination?

MSs LEVINE: Yes, the illuminetion...

MISS ENGLE: Uell, thatessthey developed some pretty terrible sores and various
ummwmmmu.mmmm-mtmnw
adequataly with any sort of compensation for that,

MS. LEVINE: Yes. Wasn't that that they touched the brushss to their mouth?
munmmmmmwmmfmumuumun
utll'wg..

MISS ENGLE: Yos. Yes.

MS, LEVINC: sseto thair mouth and left the radiocactive material in theip mouth,

MISS ENGLE: veefic that wvhat we had were quite s number of girls who were in
serious condition and several whom the doctor said could not
poseibly recover,

Well, we introduced legislation. We also amployed, thanks to Mrs, Ellicott's
mtr.avm-hhmucflawua. And we won tha case, And not only won



the case, but forced by legislation protective conditions so that girls were not
so endangered.

In one of the cases that we took, the men in the fireworks factory where this
- girl worked claimed that it wes syphillitic in the Jaw and not radium and == not -
what was the other thing that they used besides radium? Well, it was one of the
things that you cen paint on to the hands of a watch and they glow in the dark.

MS. LEVEINEs Luminescense == som@see

MISS ENGLEs Some sort of illumination, yes. So we took that case clear through
the Court of Appeals and won it. And the girl had necessary money
to end her years as she hed to pretty socon in comfort and also,

it put a pretty heavy bill on the person who was responsible for her condition.

We then introduced a bill that provided that any employer who employed young
people underage for what they were given to do were held responeible for double
indemnity, And that indemnit could not be covered by insurance. They could have
their regular insurance which covered the Fireworks Factory involved in the death
of the girls, et cetera, et cetera, and the other was put on as a penalty,

And the group went into Governor Ritchie's office to protest it, saying it was
illegal, it was double indemnify, it was double costing, et cetera, et cetera. The
Governor shook his head and eaid the ladies know what they're doing; this is not
insurance, this is a penalty and you can't insure for it.

Well, you had that sort of support in some states, End in coql? you didn't,
and then it was @ good deal harder to get things throughs

But a great many things that we can point to as having had their beginning
struggle as state~local programs were enacted during those sarly years,

MSe LEVINE: Now, when yous.se.when you were elected to the State Legislature,
were you slected as a delegate from Montgomery County?
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MISS ENGLEs Ohy yes. me.mmuummmuumum.mm
MRS, LEVINE: Audc-thud&dthl.mlﬂbym?

MISS ENCLE: Bhy yes,
MSe LEVINES What wes your reletionship uuhtlnl.mﬂutmmunmmnu
MISS ENGLE: !usmm,mummtmwynwnnum

experience, and so there were several of us,

!Malm-nfnbamcmmlmammtamu. It was very true,
!Mwwammmmmmmmwhupm.hutlmofrmm

But anmyway, the Stete Lepilslative body is & very interesting organization, I
mwfmwmmrimtmndthmfuumnfnnmtuuofmtm
mhmmarmmnnmmummtmsum-ormnuu.

Now you had your people electsd who ware pretty sslfish in their interests.
wmmmuaurutmuthingn,hatthyunm-wanmudmuyw
thoydldglv-ymaaammtdmumrdoumk.

MSe LEVINE: dhat ware some of the more interesting legislation you worked on?
RISS ENGLE: Usll, some we didn't get through, Yo had in the esarly days theme...
mmmtmamuuumwwmtmm

This was beforee-long before--the Social Security Act, but other states were
looking into this questisn of what happena,

Of course, youm,mﬂnnthtmly'zo't.mmumtmmwnoer
Herldmlwuuﬂum-fnlt.tuuutowmthncmnman
that had to be done,

Mlomimmntmtmcr-uaumtﬂntmuhmmm
munmwnnmtmmayuuommmummm-m(m
t'uuuy.Wmum-mmmmmrwmxxmumrmuun
mxmmmmtm...mtuuueummwumutmw
fhdunnuwusmum..hutthnstauh-dtnputupmmlm



Younnxmﬂutmuuhntmm“tuwm. Besides
mmnyb-mmmmmmemm.
Ymmtmalmmuummmrmnﬂult&hnﬂul«n&
level, where...knowing that certain people, 2s wall as certain elements that would
mmmuorumm@unuurmmmnuumumo
nkuthat.Mtfywm-mduumwumnunpmodwmm
mmmuumuy.ynm.mmtmmmmmnt-
great deel of support for that.
nauazuofwmumm-mmmmmmumnm
lntethol-mn.m..Nmzmmuﬂlmthno.uh-dnmtmtnnam
tau.hywm-:.m.uummmm-wm-tmmwm
mmmmummmmummmum lnd.ltillnrv_gﬂd.
Ao.-ttuﬂfut.“ﬂm.hcbm.htefnuvity,ﬂwmuymun
umtm. Itmthhomﬂandnmecufthshu,m“'tum
ntﬂutﬁn.ofmminﬂuuﬂyun. But we also sent it out as & sort of
nm-x-um.mutnnmm. xunjmmmmmmuu
Rarch issue.
xuomuymmummmmmmtmmmﬂm
were coverad, and how comprehensive that information was,
Yuum,w“.momwnaudmwﬁtmm Not always the
things in which you're the most interested, All the headlins-msking things that
you want, mMmm...uunaummmmnfnu.m-y.
ummuuuuofusu-mm-. And we wailed them o copy of what we
mummemmumﬂmmmmuntmmmumm.
am.thofitwtmmm-.MUnwmhrmuuanm
mmmmmmwmtmmum



MS. LEVINE: Who were some of the other people who were in Mentgomery County
delegetion at the same time you wera?

MISS ENGLE: Well, let me sees I can't remember all of thems There was an
aufully nice chap who was a dentist from Rockville. I should think
of his name., Or. thuenq§7; Then we had == two men who wers

farmers. We had a lawyer and I think that was all,

MS. LEVINE: You were the only woman?

MISS ENGLE: Ohy yese Mary Ristau was the first woman in the Legislature and
then after that, Elsie Barber, who was the Vice President of the
League, ran and her home was in Annapolis and on the river there,

and she was keenly interested in a good deal of the legislation that dealt with the

fishing in the bay and the river, resulting in a Commission--State Commission (of

Virginia and Maryland) to try to stop the then rapidly becoming oil burning ship

steamers that came up the bay« And they had the very bad habit of starting the

pumps to pump filth while they came up the bay or up the river.
Of course, it went right on top of the oyster beds. Lobbying by letter is

also effective and we got out notices to the League throughout the state and to

members of the State League, uhere they did not have a county League (they did not

at that time), had all the material that we could get so that they could write letters

to their delegates, and we staged a number of special hearings where we had a good
many people down thers.
One of the women who was very active in the Legislature was a tiny little thing.

Her names was Meloy (Mee-lwo-y) and her husband was a lawyer. She had been his

secretary and then merried the boss. And she had a good deal of knowledge about

legislation and was exceedingly active--very able. We had, of course, Elsie Barber
living here in Annapolis, was always on hand. And was herself a member of the

House, as I said, later,.
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We had several other - oh, we hed many other very able women and professional
womens DOr, Lillian Welch, who was one of two doctors who took care of the girls
at Goucher.

I have never forgotten one of our State meetings because we had another woman
from one of ocur Southern Maryland counties who had a very drawling voice. And she
was also apt to be a little persistent about things that we didn't think quite es
important. So she had been getting up dvery few minutes to say, "But, Madam Chairman,
it's the principle of the thing." Everybody was kind of a little weary. WUell, Dr.
Welch was tall, e slightly hatchet-faced gal, with very quick wit and a sharp tongue.
And after Mre. Catherine Thomas, it was, had said this for the eighth to tenth time,
she got up, got attention and said, "Madam Chairman, I'm reminded of an instance
when I was teaching school. A small boy was brought in for being in a fight with
another small boy. And I said, *Well, why did you hit him?® And he said, 'Well,*
he seidymy sister was cross-eyed.' And I said, "Well, is your sister cross-eysd?'
"1t ain't that,' he saids 'It's the principle of the thing. I ain't got no eister!'™

(Laughter)

Well, I think that one of the things we enjoyed sbout the League was it was a
Veryeeesit was a combination of very brillient end technically-ewhat would you saye
educated womens And it had also a good cross-section of housswives, and we had a
very good representation from both (more from the District, that had a large, foreign
population and who wersn't working element population. And they were excellent. Ue
had & very goed group of Negro women. The Maryland League was a non-segregated-—not
desegregated--from ths very besginning.

We had discussed ite-a small group of us-—-with Mrs. Ellicott and Mrs. Woodruff,
end Dr. Welch and & few others, I had said, in the beginning, when we were planning
our constitution end the things that we would do in the State, that I had always been

tremendously impressed by the group of colored wemen who worked with us in the suffrage
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campaigne nm-fu-mma.n:ymrmx.wmmmrmmnua

wwuwmmmuawluodm
Mmdnmuﬂmlmmuhmwinmﬁymuum

mmaammmmmmmmmﬁtmmmyo.c.

law school thet admitted womep/s But there were no schools whers they could get s

BeAs o7 @ BuSewwwell, & Bachelor's Dogmuma!hntu'aﬂqrummthwmt

North %o the then vary axpensive private schools.

mwﬁuliuudidmt—mefthuulmtmmdthnomvuyl'n

woman lawyers in this countrys, The Piret weman to practice law in Weshington was o

th.mmnuﬂuud. mmwummuuumu-:m You

mwcrawmmamwmm@mm.mmptmmum
missicn colleges, Itmnfumhinnofmmlﬂguﬂmubythcmmm
dmnhunmuph&rtthlktmmombuutmdnhrfodondamrtcdm-m

Mmmmathmthmxaupm

NS, LEVINE: Uhehm, len't thet interesting?

MISS ENGLE: It was an interesting development. Well, going back to the labbying,
Am»fmmmmuwsuuummmmuo
homa, Mdmﬂnnﬂ“.“manhlkdthmmmw.

mmmmmmt'-gumn. Ue alse learned at that time.

Itm-—utluulouuhmum-nttmvmlummumtacmmn

&s to what you would support, htmhrmnmmmmmuwhr

sassion, mum.-mmwmutymmmm-m-wmy

opportunities to talk to the candidates and then to the slected members.
Because you cans.«of, you have & different planat of thought if you're sitting
mnmn,mymm-mwm—dtmtnmmw%houumofym

Muwyummmmm-mm.mmmunm
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hearings where you are clocked off, as to time and whers you are talking to a wider
audience and inevitably, you have to be a little more restrained on how heavily you
emphasize something, where you know there is opposition and you don't want to
solidify the opposition, which was Mrs. Ellicott's peint to Governor Ritchie.

But it was a period of reel learning and I think the fact that the League has
maintained its study program...sometimes I think we're a little too rigid as to how
long you study. It should be possible to haves.s+to have real knouledge and reach
a gonclusion that can be supported by the organization, with less time elament in it.

And I think that we may face as..a period where thessshere the numbers in the
League make it almost impossible to get your story across to the grest ma jority of
women who are members. If that could be dons, and take your ballot by sending out
a ballot and asking them which of these things do you spprove of and what should
we do? Now, we do that to a certain extent at the meetings. I'm a little concerned
always at the small size of some of our meetings. MNow the unit I belong to does
have a right good attendance. They have usuallye-it's in the 20 to 25 and recently,
well, we had a meeting here in my home not long ago-~uye had 31 or 32 women,

And Norma Esch tells me that there were about 40 at the last meeting, which
shows there was genuine interest and knowledge enough of what it meant, for them to
turn out and back it.

The channels of knouledge and the opportunity are so much wider, broader, and
all of that with the radio and TV and everything, and yet I do not think that we
reach people any better than we did in those earlier ysars. We had few radio stations
and they were usually much more open to that sort of local discussions I think we
need to really teke a good look at communication between the League members who ars
in different parts of the county or state and different states. And how to do it,
with as large an organizetion, is certainly a challenge. So there werare.
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MS« LEVINE: Uh=hme Uh=hm. Let's go back a minute to something you talked about.
Ohy I can't remember if it wes last session or the time bafore,
You mentioned Alderson.

MISS ENGLE: Yes.

MS. LEVINE: ssothat you had worked with Jim Bennett at that peint and this was
evidently the poor house in the county here. Is that..a?

MISS ENGLE: Noe Alderson is e women's priseon,

MS. LEVINE: What's it celled? 0Oh, the Wemen's Prison.

MISS ENGLE: Yes. Yes.

MS. LEVINE: I see.

MISS ENGLE: Up to that time, we had no Federal Prison for Wemen, And thers were

women offenders who learned things in prisons that prebably they
never would have learned outside. Se Alderson wes a project that
Jim Bennett had a great deal to de with establishing and the League was helpful, I
think it was on our Federal progrem, too--the conditions under which women who wers
serving sentences were helds And the Alderson program wes definitely a rehabilitation
programe And it wes one in which you tried to...by that time society was beginning
to really talk of what you could do to retrain a person's social and mental attitudes.

One of our sarly, very early, concerns wes (I think I talked of that before) of
the training—State training schools~-for boys and girle both.

The so-called rehabilitation progrems were pretty thin for that, but we were
able to get the institutions in Maryland, where most of them were entirely financed
by the Stete, but they wersoold and operated by either a church group or Just a group
who were interested; and they were not of the most modern type. Girls' institutions,
for instance, was one in which there was practically no regular educational program,
It was definitely a penitentiary typs of incarceration.

MS. LEVINE: What was your -- what part did you play in getting the new prison...
MISS ENGLE: Well == the
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MS, LEVINE: «sein Montgomery County?

MISS ENGLE: The wholessswell, it was not for this county. Alderson is a Federal
prisone

MS. LEVINE; A Federal prisons

MISS ENGLEj: Yess It was on our agenda and discussed and we had women who had

experience in penel institutions and care from other states, and

New York State and one or tws other New England states. And most
of all, California had very, very able women working in that fields I'm trying to
remamber the name--it's so funny, I can see her actuallye-the name of the woman who
was Chairmen of the committee when that went through,e

firse Ellicott was on the Board of the Girls' Reform School — the thing I was
trying to think of «= of the Girls' Reform School, which was the dreeriest placs,
with practically no facilities for anything but for a girl to set solemnly still and
pray for the time sha'd get out.

The place that was bought for the Montrose School was the old Betsy Patterson
estates There wes a good deal of land, The old Mansion house /and the chapel/
were kepts There were cottages end girls of different age groups. And there was a -
@ teacher or a matron who lived in sach cottage. It wes not & larce.es

MSe. LEVINES But, maybe -~ meybe what I was thinking of wae the Almshouse.
Didn't we have almshouses in Montgomery County?
MISS ELGLE: Oh, yes« You had a2 lot...
MS. LEVINE: You played soms partese
MISS ENGLE: Well, that was a.veyou know at times it was not aluays quite clear

who initiated a program or how it went because we had a very strong

woman's committee which represented every woman's organization in
the State that wes interested: The General Federation of Women's Clube, at that time
the Consumer's League had localsesand the University of Women had one-~the teachers
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hndm.mdthhjolntm'agmm&dwmmmdhnkpmm

The almshouse was one of the League's very particular interests. We had women
who were on various boards that had gone and loeked at and been disturbed by the
alsmhouse==a place where old men and women went to dies And that's all it was,

Some of thems So, anyway it was Brooke Lee who said to mey "If you ladies really
want to do something about the almshouses, you've got to get it on the back page of
the Baltimore Sun,” which is where the outstanding locel metters were put,

So we talked it over and talked with our women's group, many who were interested
in our social reform, and decided that maybe we needed a study. So we got the
Legislature to pass a resalution for = study of the States's local almshouses,

And the resolution passed, and then they had to get someone appointed to carry
it out and the Governor appointed fLacey Shaw ss Chairman of the Commission/ and
me Jas study director/ together with some [pen ‘and/ women on the commission.

Eomcurmnut—ﬂcmttomhmofthaahuhousu. taking with us &
photographer, a doctor, the local health—-Public Health doctoreeuwharsver we could,
And an architect to pass on the condition of the building and the fire hazards and
& lot of other things. And it was a pretty sorry story.

I think the point I may heve mentioned to you here ~= not in this county = but
in a nearby county, there was an elderly colored man living in what must have been
@ chicken house, with tarpaper put over itse And he was having his food brought out
€o him on a tin plate and we asked whateseand they said, oh, he's got somathing in
his throat that's catching, And we're afraid that somebody else will satch it.

Well, our doctor locked it over end said he has cancer of the throat. And he
want in and called an ambulance and they picked that man up and got him into a hospital
that same day.

The almshouses were not all as dreary as thats Others here in fMontgomery County
followed a rather customary plan. They bought a farm that had e big old housa on it
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and made thessesdivided up the rooms or...and expanded the bedroom space. And it was
clean. It wass..the food was goods They farmed the farm and those of the men and
women in the almshouse who wanted to were helpful in the work that went on. There
was nosssthere wes no activity progrem. I don't went te say recreation, bscause
most of these people were too old for that.

There were not infrequently young children who were there, Once case doun in
Southern Maryland--St, Mary's County—=uwhere the child had had serious burns, and
she was out there without reguler medical attention for those burns. And sgain,
our doctor got her in the hospital, It...it hit the Stats pretty squarely, becausse
they picked upsssthe papers, of course, picked up all the horror stories and there
were several, and came to a point of beginning to...to build a program to replace
the almshouses,

Frank Bane, who was at that time head of the Public Welfare Program im Virginia,
made a study sbout the same times His Board and the Commission came out with a
recommendation that they should destroy or sell or get rid of all these small, local
almshouses, and have regional, if not State-wide, with the proper building and proper
supervision and good food and medical attention and all the things that you would
want.

Our recommendation here in Meryland was that so high a percent of the people
had either a physical condition which should be treated with hope of recovery or
it wes chronic. And our recommendation was that we build two chronic disease
hospitals--one on the East and one on the Western shore. And that for the others,
who could not be caered for, we meke a State allowance for a county--it was joint
State and County allowance--to such people so that they can either be boarded with
families or if they're able to leok after themselves, have enough to live on that
way.

And it sort of was an advance on what we finally got in the Public Assistance
Program for the aged, which were...we had a...a chap from the West, BAr...Jd candt
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think of his names..uwho was all over the country calling for $30 s month, was what
they wanted,

In those days you could live Verysssless expensively, but never cheaply. But
the almshouse situation was quite a common way of caring for that all over the
country, which is the reason whysesone of the reasons we were able to get the Social
Security provision...of Old Age Assistance through.

And it certeinly paid off. At the present time, I am not too happy over the...
the minimum subsistence wage...uhen it is as low as the Bill puts it at the present
time.

I think you do haves.s.and we have right here in the county, we do have many old
people who just are not getting...not only not adequate physical care, but they're
getting no medical care. Because they live in arsas that do not have a physician
who would take on that...either do not have any doctor in the area, or do not have
one who would take on that class of patient at the low pay they could make.

It's a distressing situation and particularly so when a good many of our experts
in the field of geriatrics tell us that most of the old age crippling conditions
started in their childhood. And that if we had a comprehensive medical care program
80 that you started when the evidence of the disease appeared, you could not only
cure a great many, but you could also stabilize their ailments eo that thiy are
leveled.

But, of course, now our chronic hospitals do tekes...here in Maryland, take a
geod many of them. _zghit- recently I lsarned the chronic hospitals we secured for
the aged chronice now concentrate on curable cases, and what we used to call the
1ncurahlin. who cannot afford our expensive nursing homes,are again in need of h‘olp]
This whole business of the aged is one that we haven't groun up to evaluate it as
a whole,
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I'm always interested in the fact that very few of our public officials or
people working in the field ever stop to take & lookwsee at how much money for the
Social Security beneficiaries comes into the county or the State. The figurses are
available at any time and when you realize thet here in Montgomery County, we got a
payroll of more than $2,000,000 a month, that accounts forseethis is nmot just the
agedsssit's the Aid to Dependent Children of workers who died in covaerage, it is the
Blind and the Permenently and Totally Disabled, and a certain group over 72, who
never worked where they could accumulate Social Security benmefits.

The benefits now have been raised due to the need for more education, so that a
child beneficiary of a deceased wage earner can draw benefits up until age 22, if he
or she continues in school and goes on from high school te college.

And there are 300,000 children in the United States now taking advantage of
that. MNow, that's money that wes accumulated from the time a child first startead
to work and worked for a period of time and under the conditions coverede-many of
the youngest are the young children who worked in the movie colonies and who go on
as actors and are given fairly permanent employment. [Ehair parents are there, but
the child performer is listed as an individuel and paid as aucngf And if parents
die, those children could,..or if parents didn't die, the benefits that were going
to them after they retired, would enable them, perhaps, to do more for the children
in school, A\

The fact that the Social Security is an insurance should alwaye be emphasized.
We are now told that the raise,which will be about ten percent and will establish a
minimum emount of $100 a menth for & single person—and, of course, more for a man
and family, although at age 65, you don't have too many-=they retire.

Those that you have thet are drawing the deceased wage earner's benefits are a

little more —— a little more. WNow at the time Social Security was enacted, we
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m-'tmmm-wmormmumm.mummy
is trues On the other hand, it is s fund which 1s in the Treasury, invested in
Government bonds end is available only for tha payment of Soclal Security benefits,

Sometimes our men elescted to high office do nmot understand that. BSack when
President Eisenhower came in, his first Secretary of the Treasury took a lock-zaa,
and like all incoming Presidents of a different party from the outw-geing, he wanted
to make a drematic change from what was called a very sxtravagsnt regime to a more
business-like regime.

Amudult.mwtamthnfundsfruumnfthauf‘undttmtmnlﬂ
the Treasury in one form or another that were dedicated to certein purposes, as tha
Road Fund,

Well, he didn't realize that the Social Security fundeweand he had made quits
elaborate plans for taking a great many millions of dollars that was invested in
Government bonds and paying=-letting it bs paid off and then using that monsy for
expenses--gensral expenses of the Government,

Well, he found out hnmu/mm Security Bill provides the Beard of Trustess
and they name the Commissioner of Secial Sscurity end seversl othep people, including
several outside of Government office altogether, And Sociel Security funds are
dedicated funds and may not be used for anything except put in bonds to drav interest
and pay benefits,

Unfortunately, thay turn to another-well, we won't go into thatests sncther
fund that built up and used that, But it's a...

M8, LEVINE: 1 wish you would go into it. That elways sounde intriguing.
(Laughter)
MISS ENGLEs Well, it was the Federal Employees Annuity Fund,

MS. LEVINE: Ohe



MISS ENGLEs 1 askad the Chisf Actuary not long ago,"Mas anything besn done to
raplace that monayg"end he seid no. And I said, "Well, when is it
really going to come to light?" And he said, "Well, sbout nine

years, ten ysars from now, when some Presidant is going to have to pick up that bill,”

S0y well == I think that th--—!thlmtmtlogimtunmmrly aluays does
includay escertainly the inclusion of the Gas Fund Just to build roads is a thing
which ought to be changed, and I think will be.

Muhmyoumtnlnmlngammunldus, whare we know what the
increase le likely to be, and dependence on the part of childesn of a deceased wage
farnery and you know that monoye-svery cent of Ltewis spent locally end it's spent
for food, elothing, shelter and mecical expanses, primarily, it was not lost,

It was thought in this country, as other countries, that people save & great
deal more privately than they actually dos The majority of the older people in this
mntryhsndthnwﬁpefhmo. or an equity in its But they do not have
much saved apart from that,

And that is the type of Federslly sconomic studies and studies of individuals
wmrmmmmtzmmauemuyw. Because the
fealing that things mtulmrormmumpumudrunmmmu. they
Mdtmnmmmluknthuumhmyhumny-mthmmw.

And that's where you get your total community wellebeing lifted, a very substans
tial amount, Iwauuu'-nmytht'-mum. that does the most for it,

MESFEVINE Let's sees Tell me some more sbout the Committee on the Aging that
you belong tos Uho sppointed you andees

MISS ENGLE: Ohy ohi

MNS. LEVINE: ssednd uhers are you working?

MISS ENGLE: Ohy this Committee on the Health and Medical Services for the Aged.

Well; back in 1966, I think it wasy Dry w’ who is the pastor
of the Baptist Church up here one.ea fou blocks upesswas concerned
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about the condition of the older peoples And called together a group of us, and
suggested that we set up a Committee of Concerned Citizens to see what could be
done about some of the cases thet are brought to his attention in his oun parish.

So we had a group ofe-I think it was about 20=euwho belonged to that and we did
some studies of the sketchy sort, but we got a lot of mesterial together. And went
to the Legislature end suggested certain things, and at our County Council. Then,
Ore Windham got the progrem moving.

Ore Lionel Cosin was in this country at that time, and luckily in 1967...it
wassseshe came here and spokes I had known him before and he had spoken at Social
Security for us.

He is the head of the Department of Geriatric Medicine in the College of Medicine
at Oxford, Englandy And is probably the leading expert in the field of Geriatrics.
and of the care of geriatricss So, we did a geod many things like that. We...then
the County Councilsssthe Federal Government had passed the Older Americens Act and
had provided funds to set up end get started. They got seed money, not continuing
ones for things that related to better care and all the needs of the ageds 5o the
County Council here tock over Or. Uindhems's Committee of Concerned Citizens and
wa became the county members of ths County Commission on Agings And it is tied into
the State Commiseion, which Senator Margaret Schweinhaut, of this county, is the
Chairman.

And it's a nationuide group. Ue'll have the next White House Conference on the
Aged in November ~- will be held in Washington,

I'm serving on one of the committees, representing Consumer's League on Health
and Medical Services theres Our committes has had speskers and has made some inves—
tigation-=not formalized or anything--and we recommend to our County Council, who
then picks up and hopefully recommends to the State Commissioner on Aging, things
that we think need attention.
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We have very real needs for carrying medical services to people who do not live
within really walking distence of some of the facilities that would be available.

We have a substantial number who, I'm sure, Just do not get medicael attention for
that very reasons Nowy when you begin to talk of where they are and how they are,
some people think that we look around at these largely churcheowned and operated
retirement homes and that this takes care of it.

Uell, the figurss are that only 4 percent of the people over 65 are in any kind
of en institution—-a nursing home or a retirement home, or a hospital. And that the
rest of them are trying to live at home. Thay much prefer to live at homes And
there are many things that can be done.

e have the Lutheran group in this county, pionesred and now is working on
expanding Meals on Wheels, Some other institutions are doing that. And churchea,
largelys Then we have a group of doctors from Nel.H. and one Cr. Myersburg, here,
who are developing end running in their first stages a mobile clinics And this is
@ clinic for the aged and for also children == and other people too. And what they
are working on and demonstrating is @ way in which we cen get medical services taken
on a regular basis to these outlying districte where they cannot aiaily get in for
treatment here,

I hope that the medical complex which the county has—-most of the land they
inherited--from the men who so generously left it for county institutions for physical
and mental healtheel think that if we could develop something that had as part of its
work, the mobile service to arees that are too remote, although the way the develop-
mente are going now, we aren't going to heve very much of thatesl Just hope that we
can maintain a few stripe of green land and I think the developers never heard, |
apparently, that you need a certain amount of green leaves in order to have the

oxygen you breathe.



But that ought to be brought home to thems Now I think it iss Our former
president of the League, Idamae Garrott, is taking some very good stands,

Our committee meets regularly. We had representatives in the several retirement
homes and it all boils doun when you see it, to the fact thet the majority of the poor
would not have money to go in,

It ie an expensive operation and the Oxford experiment, under Dr. Licnel Cosin,
has demonstrated very clearly that with the proper treatment, even if it only comes.
after they're older, the oreat majority can live either with & relative, in their
oun home, or have a place where it's more & home and not an -insututiun.

And, interestingly aﬁuugh, one of the most advanced programs in that field is
one for the Little Sisters of the Poor. And Sister Mary Jemes spoke at one of our
committee meetings, brought snother Sister with her, and she mentioned many intereste
ing things in passing. So, we had a lot of questions, and she turned to me when they
started and said, "Mow long since you've been in one of our homes, Miss Engle?"

And I said, "uell, I mede & study of almshouses and other retirement homas so many
years ago, I'd hate to tell yous" "Well,® che said, "you're going to have a surprise."
She said, "Some of us in the Order decided that the time had come when wa, es @
Begging Order, should not feel that we have accomplished everything that we should,
but we should be logking for better services and guidance. And we adopted a rule
that the new member of the Order coming ine=and it is an Order dadicated to poverty,
of course--must take tws years of training or work with the agad.” She said if some
of these who come inte the Order feel that they would like training as a Registered
Nurss, we finence it for thems And other things. They have an institution here in
Washington that is the only home for the sged I have encountersd that has a2 complete
psychiatric unit. It is entirely staffed by Sisters of the Order, who have been
professionally trained. And it really is - it's an interestingly fascinating Order.
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Well, the time I was theee, it was just old people sitting gloomily, perhaps,
or resignedly, waiting to dis, Now, ehcyuytothapooplou!umm. if you
want to, it's the only place where you can go when you have absolutely no money.

The other institutions do have some scholarships, they're called, but it isn't
thltyeucmjuntgotathuplmmdm.'lupm. I am without a home, I'm
without a place to sBay, and I nesad something done for me." They will say, "Naw,
if you have money, above a certain amount thet comes to you, we would ask you to
put aside first an amount for you alone--your own personal expenses.” And she said,
umnthnttsn-mnth,andlfnmunmandhumum.utg:l.vahhthat
much and they buy the little things that they need at the time. Then she said
every room is separate, a private room and they can go over to our warehouse of
things that have been given us and pick out furniture they'd like. They can each
pick out the pictures, Then she said, "We say now, thers's no requirement for you
to do anything. If time hangs heavily on your hands, and you want to do something,
go and talk to the Sister in charge of that. And if you want to get a job outside,
we have an employment service.” You know, it was a breath of fresh air.

MSe LEVINE: Yes. Sounds wonderful.

MISS ENGLE: She was quite a young woman, and had another young girl with her
who was a Sisters And it's nice to know that women really face
things like thate.

And she said this narrows the national programs But it was our American Sisters
who led off with a lot of it.

Yes, old age issesyou talk sbout the golden age and this and that and the other
things Ue have to face the fack that it would be a lot more golden if we...if they
had had adequate medical attention during their entire life and that's the big
question that's before us nouw,



Hers we are—as one of the foreign journels seidw=the country that has the
msmmnmu-mu-fduum.mmm,mnm.m
of niddle-age,

mwm-mm,mwmmmwmmu
the research to the patient, Because ours is completely an independent service of
you go and get what you cen afford to pay for,

MSs LEVINE: Thanks, Lavinia,



