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M3, LOCKER: This 1s Paula Locker, interviewing
Mrs, Edith Claude Jarvis, an authority on the history of
Chevy Chase Villacge.

The 1Interview 1s belng held in 4rs, Jarvis'
lovely home at & Last Melrose Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland,
on July 16th, 1971,

Mrs. Jarvis, T understand that you've been a
lifelonr, resident of Chevy Chase Villame, and members of
vour Tamlly were deeply 1nvolved 1n the development and
1life of the Villapge,

w111l you 1dentify the members of your family who
have a place 1n this history?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, that is really quite true.

My paternal grandparents came from Annapolis,
Judge and Mrs, Dennls Claude,

My father preceded them because he was a young
civil englneer, who had an opportunity In the early develop-
ment of the (street) railway, and after arriving in
Washington, he very soon brouzht h 5 parents and hils
sisters from Annapolis,

My srandfather on my mother's side was here many
vears before that, and was really a character who wascolor-
ful, who wasdramatic, and who was very interested in pro-

motine hls own ideas. ills name was Col. George A. Armes,
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and he, after winnineg the Civil YWar according to himsell,
had settled in a fantastic house mld-way between DuFont
Circle and Chevy Chase Vi1llage as we know 1t today.

lle was a dreamer. He was very 1lnterested 1in the
development of real estate, after his experiences 1in the
war. And he brought to the attention of two or three
Congressmen hils ldea for the development of a very large
and interesting project which later became the suburb known
todav as the Chevy Chase Vlillare.

He lived on Connecticut Avenue, and he was really
instrumental in develoning a ncw suburb, And [ doubt very
much if the word "suburb" even entered his mind. ‘e was
really interested in increasing his own financlilal standilng.

ile approached several very wealthy Congressmen
with an idea that he had dreamed about, and that was to
develop an area out of Washington that would be a very
sunerior and well=planned real estate development.

lle anproached these mentlemen, one ol them was
Senator Stewart from llevada, another was Congressman
Hewlands from Nevada, who was then a Congressman but later
became a Zenator.

And because Senator !lewlands had married 1into
the fabulously wealthy famlly of the (Sharons), he had
access to a large amount of money.

These gentlemen met at the old Shoreham Hotel, and
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reh lectded to --

MS. LNCKER: [xcuse me, can you tell me what year
-his 1is?

MRS, JARVIS: This was in 1890. And they decided
0 buy up all of the land that they possibly could hetween
rhat i1s now the Shoreham Hotel on Calvert Street out beyond
she Columbla Country Club to what is now the Jones Mill
load.

And they asked my grandfather to be the one to
my the land, acre by acre, but not to divulge his reasons
or buyines the land.

Jow, thls was a very hard thins to do, because as
12 purchased each farm, he had these deeds reccorded and in
t very short time the newspaner reporters found out that
:here was much sale of land moing on., But since my zrand-
‘ather had been sworn to secrecy, he could not divulge
thy. He could not divulge hls reasons of why he was pur-
thasine this land.

"inally, after a few months, the newspapers were
tomaing his footsteps, and he was forced to admit that he
ras buying land for a syndicate which was to develep an area.

Az soon as he divulged this Information, he was
'ired from his Job. Thus came iInto belng the establishment
+f the Chevy Chase Land Company.

This was headed by fenator MNewlands, and Ir.



Stellwamen became one of the officers, He later became the
President of the Union Trust Company.

They went forward 1n selecting a very famous
landscane archltect by the name of Nathan Barrett from 'lew
Yorl City.

Ar., Barrett's plans were very elaborate and very
beautiful, !Hils plans were for a suburb with beautiful
streets, trees that were to be imported from various
countries -- particularly from Japan and from Worway, Mr.
Barrett's rplans called for streets that were wide. There
vere to be no alleys. There were to be no commercisl
establlshments, and generally it was just to be a residential
area,

T think that his plans were well accepted by
everyone, and at that time they had not only to build
Connecticut Avenue stralght through from Washington, but
they had to bulld two bridges —- the Calvert Street bridge
and the (Klingle)} bridge.

All 1in all, I've been told they spent well over
$3 million In the acquisition of land and in the buillding
off the hrildees and the street rallway.

MS, LOCXER: liow many farms ware lnvolved in
thls land acquisition, do you have any ldea?

MR3, JARVIS: There were many, many small farms

and small areas, and soon it became known that Col. Armes



was buvinz ur this property, and the speculators began to
get to work and up their prices. Some of the land sold for
as little as 3200 an acre, some of it sold as hilgh as
$£6,000 an acre,

M3. LOCKER: That's quite a range. Do you have
any ldea who were the Investors in the develonment other
than the Zenators Stewart and HNewlands?

MRS, JARVIS: Tt was mostly Senator llewlands,
#rancls 7. Newlands, who later became a Senator and whose
family were the fabulously wealthy (Sharon) family, who'd
made a vast fortune in developing the Comstock Lode.

MR, LOCKER: Is 1t true that the Village, as we
know i1t today, represents only part of the land oricinally
nurchased?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, that 1s true. There is still
a vast amount of land that 1is undeveloped, that the Chevy
Chase Land Company still holds.

M3. LOCKER: I see, and where are these areas®?

"IRE. JARVIZ: Principally along Connecticut Avenue,
the Van Kess Center is one of the areas, the area all along
Connecticut Avenue that 1s unoccupied 1s owned by the Chevy
Chase Land Company.

M3, LOCKER: Did Col. Armes ever live in the
Village?

RS, JARVIS: He never lived precisely in the



roh Village. He lived halfway between Washington and the
Village.

M3, LOCKER: You say that Mr. Stellwagen was the
successor to your grandfather?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes,

MS, LOCKER: And 414 he, at one tilme, own any
farmland 1n the Chevy Chase area?

MR3, JARVIS: He owned no farmland, I think that
Mr, Stellwaren came from another state., I don't belleve that
he was a Washingtonlan even,

8. LOCKER: And did you say that he was Presldent
of the Unlon Trust Company?

MRS, JARVIS3: Yes, he was at one time,

M2, LOCKER: And 1s the Unlon Trust Company
involved with the Chevy Chase Land Company today?

M3, JARVIS: To some extent, yes. They certalnly
take care 2ll of the affalrs of the Chevy Chase Land Company
and the Thomas J. Fisher Company, whilch 1s a subsidlary of
the Chevv Thase Land Company.

M3. LOCKER: You sald in one of your articles
that Chevy Chase was one of the first planned suburhs.

Now, was the plan actually carrlied out as the landscape
architeet planned 1t?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes., I would say that almost

entirely his 1ideas were used and, to a large extent, it
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was executed Jjust as he had planned 1it.

I've seen the orlginal plans done 1n watercol
and theyv're qulte beautlful and they are owned by the
Chevy Chase Villare,

M3, LOCKER: Where can they -~ can they he se

MRS. JARVIS: They're at the office of the Ch
Chase Villare.

S, LICKER: I see, that's very interesting.

You sald in one of your articles that the Che
Chase Land Comnany did a great deal for the comfort and
convenlence of the residents. Can you tell me what the
11d beyond what other real estate companies did, other
develonpment comrpanies?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, for one thing, they rave t
land for the first church in the V1illage, which was the
All Z2aints Church. They gave the land for the first sc
which was the E., V., Brown 3chool.

They provided the residents wilith mail service
with the upkeep and maintenance of the Village. They e
had a freipght car that came out every day from the City
Washington with the mail and with anything that anyone
bourht from the old Boston House, which is today known
YWoodward & Lothrop,

Even if one needed to buy just a snool of thr:

1t ecould be brought out on the freight car.
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"5, LAOCKER: A spool of thread?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes,

MS. LOCKER: Would that we had that service today.

There was a school slte and a church slte and
landscaplng and sewer and water systems?

MRS, JAERVIS: Yes,

M2, LOCKER: Can you glve me zome detalls about
the sewer and water system?

"MRE, JARVIS: The sewer and water was really
rather primlitive, but very effectlve,

There were about 20 or 22 artesian wells that were
drilled throughout the Village. They pumped the water 1lnto
one single stand pipe, which no longer exists but which was
verv nlcturesaue.

The water of Chevy Chase was very pure and
snarkling and clear. People used to drive cut =- or rather
ride out on the streetcars and bring bottles and
nltchers to a central area where they would fill them with
pure water from Chevy Chase and take them back to Washington.

The water was very pure and very clean, and it
was much later that the water supply had to be turned over
to the Washlngton Suburban Sanitary Commlssion.

MS., LOCKER: Do you know when that was?

MRS, JARVIS: My muess would be in the late

Twentles. ‘'ow, T may be wrong about *___t, but certalnly
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the late Twentles or very early Thirties.

M5, LOCKER: What was the atitude of the residents
to that?

MRS, JARVIS: They were not too pleased about
drinkineg water from the Potomac River, but 1t was more
e“flcient and they arreed that it was the best thinpg because
the Villare was mrowlng so rapldly.

M5, LOCKER:  You, in our nrevious conversations,
described the trolley ride whieh I thought was auite
Interesting out tc the amusement nark.

Could you tell me something -- ¢lve me something
about that now?

MRS, JARVIS: Well, in the summertime, 1t was
really a remarikable thinr because the street -- the summer
streetcars were plcturesque, and they would bring hordes
of veople from the £ity on hot summer nights to the Chevy
Chase Take, which was a venture that my father was interested
in.

e helped to build an artificial lake, and around
the lake there were electric lights and on the banks nearby
there was amusement -- much as we know of Glen Xcho today.

The Marine B8and came out every evenlng and nlayed
neml-classical music on the hillside. They pnlayed 1in a
large shell that was pglittering with electric lights and

which was a sounding board for the mus:c which thousands of
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flrst was In the bulldins of the street rallway from
downtown “ashinston to the Chevy Chase Lake.

M3, LAOCKER: And he met your mother while he was
working --

MRS, JARVIS: My mother lived 1n a fantastic
house on Connectlcut Avenue, and 1t was her father, my
erandfathe- (CRhs AFR&%ed the land throush his farm which
now 1s Connecticut Avenue.

M3, LOCKER: And she met your father as he was
workinm --

"MR3, JARVIS: Yes., e used to come to the house
many times durlng the day on the excuse of wantini a drink
of water, and my mother was a young and beautiful girl 1n
her teens, and they became very much enamored of each other.

15, WNCKXER:  They were married and then he
brouzht his narents to llve here.

MRS, JARVIS: IHls parents were amonz the very
first families to live in the very First house in the Village

M5. LOCKER: Where was that?

M3, JARVIS: That was at tthgg¥n6P of Connecticut
Avenue and Irving Street.

M. LOCKER: And that is in the village?

MREL JARVIS:  Lhat 1s in the Village, yes.

M. LOCKER: And how long did they live there?

ARZ. JARVIS: They lived there a number of years
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and 1t became the first Post Office of the Village. The

rear part of the house had a room that was very conveniently
made 1nto a Post Offlice,

And my grandfathe;/qsgnégtgéiﬁgethe first Postw
master of the Village, and his daughter, my aunt, Iiss
Jessle Claude, was the flrst Postmlstress.

They later movei/}&gtpgsglggﬁiggay north of where
their house was to what 1s today the Chevy Chase Village
Hall.

M3, LOCKER: How long was Mlss Jessie Postmlstress?

MIRE. JARVIZ+  Ch, Miss Jessle was there forever,

»
She must have heen there for 35 or 40 years. Until it became
incornorated Into the regular Postal system of the Washlngton
area,

MS. LOCKER: Did your father stay with the Chevy
Chase Land Company throughout his 1ife?

RS, JARVIS: He did, yes. He became a Director
of the Chevy Chase Land Company, and he was the luperinten-
dent of the Street Rallway Branch of the Capital Traction
Commany.

5. LOCKER: And where did you live in Chevy
Chase? Where did you live first and then --

MRS, JARVIS: Wwell, first of all, we lived 1n

Worth Chevy Chase whilch 13 not the Village, but which was

where my father bullt the house for his bride. It was
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rather near the Dunlop rplace, - -= which is called
(Havyes) "Manor.

But that house burned down in 1910, a fire which
I'1l never forget. fAnd after that we came 1nto the Village
and lived on Lenox Street and SBrookville Road.

M2, LOCKER: ‘Which 1s quite near here.

“IRT, JARVI&S: Yes, just one block away.

M3, LWCKER: Chevy Chase T 1ke was beyond Bradley
Lane and - was outside of the Village.

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, it was about two mlles from
the Chevy Chase Clrcle,

5, LOCKER: And this is where the amusement
nark was?

MR3, JARVIO: Yes.

MG, LOCKER: Now, how would you characterize the
neople who chose to make thelr homes 1n Chevy Chase so far
as education, economies, Interests, so forth?

MRS, JARVIS: TFor the most part, they were
('ivil Service. They were people who had perhaps become
fhe heads of their departments in the Civil Service, mostly
Fovernment neople,

Not too wealthy and yet not poor. Always well
e¢ cated -- mostly college-bred people.

MS. LOCKER: {Can you remember some of the

interestine neople who lived in the Villace 1n the early
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days?

MRS, JARVIS: 0Oh, there were so many of them.
The Stevens famlly, Eugene Stevens was amnong the [irst;
the Parkers, the Dawsons, the Cl*anes , the Verrilk,
the Mxckrill.., the Van Dymes, and many, many others.

MSE, LOCKER: What about the Horthrops? I under-
stand that they had one of the flrst cars.

‘&, JARVIS: Yes, the Northrops were a wonderful
family, Mr. Northrop was the Chlef Counsel for the Southern
RPallway, and each summer they would go to the mountalns of
Ylorth Carolina.

And one of the great treats that the neighborhood
children had was 1n seeing them off when they started for
Highlands, Yorth Carclina. They had a S5tanley Steamer
that came out from town and took them down to Union Statlon,
and the children would gather and, of course, laugh at the
Stanley Steamer. It was most amusing.

But that was among the flrst of the cars that
I remember,

M3, TACKER: I assume that there weren't many
cars that you can remember early in your 1life,

MR%. JARVIS: Very, very few and Mrs., Chandlee
nrobably was the first woman driver, She lived on Lenox
Street, very near Connectlicut Avenue,

And when she drove a car 1t was really a most
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amazing thine, because she was the flrst of the women drilvers
that I ever remember.

MS. LOCKER: What year would you say that was?

MRS, JARVIS: That must have heen Just after
1910,

M5, LOCKER: And the Corby brothers llved here?

MRE, JARVIS: The Corby brothers were a famlly
who had establlished themselves in Washington as a famous
bakery, and Corby's Mother's DBread was the name of their
familv firm in Southeast Washlington.

They seemed to make a great thing of thls bread
which later waAas sold to the Bond Bread Company. And
hecause they had a formula for yeast, the Flelshmann
Yeast people bought them out at a fabulous sum; and they
became one of the wealthiest families in the Village.

Thev own the house that Senator Hewlands had
bullt for hlmself, Just to the north of Chevy Chase Clrcle.

Me. LOCKER: Henator New lands actually lilved
there?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, he lived there a short time,

M5. LOCKER: And then he sold 1t to --

MRE, JARVIS: Then he sold 1t later to the Corby
famllv, and they lived here for many, many years,

'S, LOCKER: Who lives there now?

MRS. JARVIS: HNo one is llvling there now. Irs.
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reh Corby died about three years ago, and the property was left
to the Cathedral Cchool for Glrls, and we don't know what
the present status of the house 1s.

&, LOCKER: And then there was Mlss 'iiven?

MRS, JARVIS: Miss Ella Tilven was the beloved
Principal of the E. V. Brown School. We loved her dearly.

MS, LOCKER: 3She lived here?

MRE, JARVI3: She lived 1n the Villare and was
undoubtedly a person who molded the character of many,
manv of the children of the Villare.

2. LOCKER: And !Mrs. Jesse Hlcholson.

MRS, JARVIS: Mrs, Jess: HNlcholson was a fireball,
She was nolitically 1nellned, a good, earnest working
Democrat. OShe was the leader and she really did get many,
many amencles started in the Village, such as the American
fled Cross, the (Pen) Women's League, the National Arts
Rociety.

And she was rimht 1In the thick of all of the
politliecs of the day.

M3, LOCKER: Do the Horthrops still live here?

MRS, JARVIS: Ho. HZdward Northrop is now a
Tederal Judge living in Baltimore.

ME, LOCKER: And thev've so0ld thelr house?

MRS, JARVIZ: They've sold their house on Lenox

Street.
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M3, LOCKER: Do you know who lives there rnow?

MRS, JARVIS: The famlly now is the (Winslow)
family, an old Georgetown famlly.

M5, LOCKER: Was there much community activity
in the early days?

S, JARVIS3: In the early days everyone was
Interested 1n elther the Literary Socilety or 1n the politics
of the day. The Villame Hall, which we always called the
Library, was the center of many activitles having to do witl
nolities and with dramatics and wilth dancing school activit:

Tt was a center of actlivity all the fime, and T
remember so well the politlcal speeches and the torchlight
narades, which started from the Villame Hall.

M5, LOCKER: Was there a lot of church activity®?

"ME, JARVIS: The church activity grew very
steadllv. The first church was the Eplscop . Church,

A1l Sailnts.

Certainly, the Catholic Church began at a very
early date, and they had thelr first services -- thelr
first services were in the Chevy Chase Villame 11all until
they hullt thelr 1lilttle chapel on Fatterson Street.

The Christian Scientists had thelr first services
1n the V1llare Hall.

Nf course, since then there have been the

Presbyterians and the DBaptists, who have beautiful churches
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now near the Clrcle,.

M=, LOCKER: What about the llonorary LEconomical
Eplcurians?

MRS, JARVIS: That was a mroun of hushands who
decided that they would 1llke to have one day a week wherein
they could deo their own cooking, and it was rather Iinteresti
because they were the counterpart of the [Ladles Readlng
flass,

The husbands gathered together and cooked one
evenlng A week, and *t must have been rilotous because the
storles are fantastle about what they came ocut with in the
wav of eculinary efforts.

M5, LOCKFER: Did they wmeet at different people's
hcuges?

MRS. JARVIS: At dlfferent people's houses each
weelr, There were elght or ten of them and thev were -- I
have a plcture of them, and they're fantastic.

Me, LOCKER: Do you remember the names of any of
the neople involved?

MRS, JARVIS: Yes, MMr. Cliff Richards was one,
Mr. Tom Robertson was another, Mr. Clarence Dawson was
another, "Ir, C. D. Parker, and there were sl others.

13, LOCKER: And how long did they meet, how
many vears?

MME, JARVIS: Oh, I suppcse three or four, not



21
reh more than that.

3. LOCKER: You were never Invited to a dinner
party?

MR3., JARVIS: We were never invited.

M3, LOCEER: What about pollitical ormganlzations?
Were there any polltlcal clubs?

MRS, JARVIS: Well, there were great fanfares
about {(BrookeLee) 1n the early days, and many of these
clvilian, Clvil Service government workers were depublican.
And they would have thelr meetlings at the V1llare iiall, but
T remember only the TNemocratle ones.

And they were colorful and very gay and quite
lively.

MS., LNOCKER: And the pelitical leaders?

MRS, JARVIS: Mrs, HNicholson was always out [lront
In those affalrs.

15, LOCKER: And she was a Democrat?

MRS, JARVIS:  She was a Democrat.

M35. LOCKER: Who were some of the others?

"RS, JARVIS: Well, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Parker, and
dr, Robertson, Mr, ClifP Rlchards, and there were many who
were 1n that Honorary Eplcurlan sroun that were all
Republicans.

M5, LNCKER: How did the vote ro¥

MR3, JARVIS: Well, as I recall, Chevy Chase was
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fenublican and the next year 1t would go Democratilc,

It never seemed to be Just one sided,

I3, LOCKER: There wasn't a pattern?

MRS. JARVIS: Never, never a real pattern.

15, LOCKER: What about the organization of the
Chevy Chase lub?

MRS. JARVIZ: The Chevy Chase Club was started
not at thelr present location, but down on the old
(Bannockburn) ¢olf course, which was just in back ol the
Fniscopgl Chureh over in what is now Saks Fifth Avenue
store ares.

They were there Just a very short time, and then
they bousht the RBradley farm which 1s thelr present loca-
tion. But they were not started actually as a golf eclub.
They were started as a hunt club, and that meant beautilful
horses and fox hunting throughout the Village.

It was colorful and 1t was very interesting
indeed.

M&, LOCKER: And then when did it become a rolf
cluh?

MRD. JARVIS: Well, polf became very popular
after the early 1905, 1906 “era, and the Presidents would
often come out to play golf at the Chevy Chase Club.

who
T remember particularly President TaﬁE/was a great
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MRS, JARVIS: 5She was 1ndeed.

5. LOCKER: And what d41d they read?

RE. JARVIS: They read all kinds of interesting
books of the day. I have a book of theilr early mlnutes,
dating From about 1937. ne of them I would llke very much
to read, on tne organizatlon of the club.

Thls is a record of the meetlng dated January
20th, 1907, and I will read Just a brilef sectlon of 1t.

Thev met and organized on Tuesday, January the
20th, 1907, at the home of Yr, and "rs. Stevens. The
attendants numhered 18,

Tt was declded to hold monthly meetings on the
fourth "Tuesday of each month, October to May, inclusive.
The October meetins to be the annual business meeting for
the election of offilcers and so forth.

There were to be no dues, Refreshments were to
be 1limited to the lightest sort, and the membership was
limited to the members of the Chevy Chase Associatilon.

OfClcers fTor 1907 were elected. The President,
first President was Mr. R. P. (Teale), Secretary was Mrs,
5. 5. (Paschd ), Program Committee, irs., E. E., stevens,
M1ss M~-krillke and Mr, Tom 7. “obertson.

5. LOCKER: ™This 1s the Ladles Reading Class?

MR35, JARVIS: No, this is the Literary Club, and

they had thelr mixed meetinegs, and they had very interesting
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readinss, For instance, in one section in 1909 they had
A meeting that was most interesting. They had the first
part of the entertainment which was a Harvard sketch,
entitled "A Jerious Cituation in Burley's Room," and this
was Tollowed the "The Rivals," a translation from the French.

This was done, and then they read the "Jousetrap",
a farce by ¥illiam Dean Howell., They were always having
travelogues or book reviews or dramatlc sketches, and it
1s immensely interestins to look through these milnutes and
see what sorft of meetings they did have,.

M5, LOCKER: And what was the membershlp at its
neAal:?

MR5. JARVIS: At its peak, 1t was about 35 members,
Sut members could bring suests, and sometimes they had --

M&, LOCKER: Now, this was the Literary group.

RS, JARVIS: This was the Literary Club, yes,

153, LOCKER: Was there another one called the
Ladlies leading Class?

MR3, JATVIZS:  Yes, That was 1In the afterncons,
and that was Just Tor the ladies. Thils other club was a
mixture of men and women and took place in the evenlnes.,

15, LNCKER:  And did you mention before when the
Lihrary was organlized?

RS, JARVIDS: The Libraryws organized by one ol

the Newlands daughters, and -~ Yiss Birney, who collected a
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a larese number of hooks and placed them in what is now the
T1llawe hall,

T dnn't believe they had a librarian, as we know
it today, but 1t was open certaln evenings of the week, and
one could ro and borrow books, 1f you signed a little book.

M5, LOCKER: And how long did that last in that
situation?

MRS, JARVIS: That went on for off and on a perio
of verhans eirht years.

M5, LOCKER: And your motlhier remained a member w—-
no, I was moling back to the Reading Club.

Is there any other interesting thing that 1s in
the mlinutes that you would like to mention? I think they
are lascinating.

MRE, JARVIS: Well, 1t 1s interesting to know that
they were very absorbed in muslc, and certain musicalegwere
ziven throurhout the year. And they really were well
attended, and there was gnite a lot of local talent, 1in
nlavins the oiano or in sinszing.

MZ. LOCKER: Are there any particular names that
gome to mind?

MRS, JARVIS: My mother was one of the ones who
nad a heautiful contralto voice, She sang not only at
weddlnes, but she sang at all the churches, regardless of

thelr type of church. She sanr in the Eplsecpalian Jhurcn,
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"Indeed, you are not," sald my father. "You're roing back
to the D, C, nubllec schocl."

And there I went, althoush my father had to pay
tultion at that tlme for me to attend the public school in
the District, because he was not a government worier,

M3, L2CKER: Was this Rosemary School on the site
that the Chevy Chase Land Company had siven®

MRS, JARVIS: o, that was outside the Village,
The Chevy Chase Land Companyv gave the land 1n the Distrist
for the Z. V. Brown School, but not for the Rosemary School.

"™, LOCKER: I see, and you attended the -—-

MRS, JARVIS: And I attended the D, C. school,
the ™, 7. Brown School, which had as 1ts principal that
marvelous 1iss Flla Given,

13, LOCKER: And then you went to high school -~

"3, JARVIS: Then I went in town to the Central
Himh School, and then later to the Normal School, and
finally T became a teacher 1n my old gradeschool 1n the
¥. V. Brown School, where I taupht for five and a half
vears,

"5, LOCKER: VWas there another llttle school that
vou went to, a little nrivate school in the Villare?

MRS, JARVIS: In the earliest days, when we
lived at the Chevy Chase Lake, my mother would nut me

on the streetcar with our Trish setter dog, and we would
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roh The Hoard of Managers serve without pay, and are

elected Cor twoe-vear terms of office. I was on the Board
for 12 vears, and I [elt that 1t was definitely non-political
'In - one aslked me whether I was Jdepublican or Jemocrat when I
served on that Board.

153. LOCKER: When was that?

M2, JARVIS: From 1950 until 1962,

MS. LOCKER: I understand that 1n 54 years there
have been only slx women elected to this office?

RS, JARVIS: That's about risht, T would guess,

M3, LNCEER:  Is that because residents don't
believe in enual opportunity for women or —-

MRS, JARVIS: I don't think so. I think 1t's
hecause there are not too many women who are Ilnterested

in projecting themselves as Villapge managers.

i3, LOCKER: In your term, were there any parti-
cularly crises?

MRS, JARVIS: We had many zoning problems, We
2lso added to the Village the section filrst known as
Sectlon 1 and 1-A, which included the area down below the
Circle, on the -- Grafton Street extended sectlion over to
Wisconsin Avenue over to what 1s the Chevy Chase Center,

That area was added to the Village durin: my
adminlstration.

Jurine my adminlstration we had nuite a squabble
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Council, and he, too, has had the interest of the Village
very much at heart,

Mr. Edward Northron, who 1s now federal Judge in
Baltimore, was once HManager of the Village, and then the
Lermal Advisor to the Boaru of Manarers; and then he became
our State Representative 1in Annapolis. He was an outstandin
nerson Iin the Village.

Mr, Arthur (Defenderfer) was Chairman of the BRoard
for 17 or 18 years, and he was very aware of the needs of th
Village.

Mr. fGeorpe (Ferris) served the longest time of any
on the feard of MManagers, retiring only about a year ago.
le was excellent in all of his viewpolnts and interests in
the Villame,

There have been many others., Mr. Donald (Histler)
who 1s the President of the Board of Managers rirht now, is
earnestly and slincerely interested 1in the affairs.

Mr, Leonard Humphrey has been a member of the
Board for a long time,

But of the earller ones, I would say that Col,
(Clevhane) was tremendously interested in the affairs, as was
fr. Wlliiam 5. Garland, 1r. Herbert Hoover -- rather, not
llerbert Hoover, 7eorge loover -- I'm sorry. . r, Teorge P,

lioover served as a Manager on the Doard of lanagers,

Mr. Wllliam Corby, "r. (Gottliel) were among the
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number of doctors are livine here, and sclientlsts -- we
have always had a goodly number of sclentlsts.

Ma, LNCKER: And what do you think are the
narticular attractions?

MRS, JARVIS3: I think the privacy of the Villare
Is the maln one. Wo one 1s gossiping about you., There 1s
a great deal of letting people alone, letting them follow
their own way of living.

T don't think that there's a great deal of commur
spirit, but perhaps that's a good thine. Fach one 1is here
Just as a little island unto himself.

I don't think that many neople want to congremate
and Tuss and fume over issues. I think that they , refer ftc
be left alone, and it's prilvacy that they really desire.

MZ. LOCKER: And the wide streets and beautiful

homes.

M35, JARVIS: And the cuietness of it.

M3, LOCKER: Have the property values been sus-
tained?

MRS, JARVIS: 0Oh, I'm sure they've esone up all tt
time. I think that anyone owning oroperty in the Village 1

very ant to be very hanpy about it, because it can't help
hut always be desir .ble.
There are no vacant lots on which one can build

in the Village now. The Village now has finished its buillg
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completely.

Mr. LOCKER: So this 1s the capacilty.

MRS, JARVIS: Thils 1s the capacity.

vS, LOCKER: There won't be any more houses
bullt ~-

RS, JARVIS: I "~ 1ink not.

MR, LOCKER: ~~ which in 1tself would be an
attraction, because they know exactly what the character
wlll be,

MRS, JARVIS: Yes.

MS, LOCKIR: Are there any particularly difflcult
nroblems that face the Village today?

M35, JARVIS: Well, of course, the chlef one perhap
is crime. 7Ye're all very aware that we're so close to the
OJistrict line that we are apt to have peonle who come from
the Nistrict to commlt crimes in the Village, and that's what
we are constantly suarding agalnst.

I feel that zoning, not withln the Village itself,
hut on the areas that border on the Villare, is one of the
nrime Interests of the Village. We don't want to see vast
high rise apartments and large business centers adjJolning
the Village.

I think we would like fto keep our resldential

atmosphere,

MZ. LOCKER: One constantly hears that the land
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reh on whilch the Chevy Chase Club is will probably someday will
he sold Tor development. Do you think there is any validilty

to that?

MRS. JARVIS:  In the earliest plans of the Villasme.
1t's true that the streets that are now on the east side of

Avenue
Connecticvrt 4iere continued hrough the Chevy Chaue Club
erounds.

[for Instance, Oxford Street, Frimrose .treet,
“ulney Street were extended through what 1s now the Chevy
Chase Club; that 1s, 1n the origlnal plans.

But unless the Club finds 1t too expenslive to stay
within the Vi1llape, I doubt there willl be any changes 1n the
next ten or twenty years.

Mz, LOCKER: And what other areas which are
contlmuous are In danger of being rezoned?

MRS, JARVIS: Well, that sectlion dewn to the west
of Wlsconsin Avenue, where there 1s to be a terminal from
the subway ceming out from Washington, it's apt to be very
changed 1n the future; and that is somethinp we are hoping
willl not bring great traffic jams and ereat parkin-s problems.

But 1t's bound to be one section 1n whilich there
v1lll hbe ~hanres 1n the next few years.

"G, LOCKER: What are the boundaries of the Village

M5, JARVIS: Well, the boundaries of the Villase

actually are only from the Chevy Chase Clrcle went to Wiscons 1
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reh Avenue, north to 3radley Lane, east to Brookville Road,
down Trookville Road to the Chevy Chase Circle agaln.

"5, LOCKER: The Chevy Chase Circle is a part of
the Villape?

MR3. JARVIS: Yes, it is. The boundary line
moes half through the Chevy Ch e Circle, between the
NDistriet and ¥aryland, but the whole area of the circle
1s administered by the District GTovernment, because 1t
was dedlcated as a part of the opubllc parks of Washington.
50 1t 1s maintained by the Canital Parks Association.

15, TOCKER:  But 1t 1s actually part of --

MRS. JARVIS: Tt 1s a part of the Villare.

5. LOCKER:  And was this dedicated to Senator
Jewlands?

MRG. JARVIZS: The circle -- the fountain in the
circle was dedicated to him in 1933, the memorial fountain.
The circle 1itselfl was dedicated many years nrior to that to
the D, C, Tovernment because of the maintenance that 1t
required,

"15. LOCKER: When was this? hen was the lountain
ledicated to Senator Newlands?

MR3. JARVIS: In 19733.

"MS, LOCKET: Golng back to the earlier times, you
lescribed the fire service in a charming way to me the last

sime T met vou., Could you tell me about 1t?
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MREL JARVISG: Well, the earllest flre equiprment

was verv primltive, It cconslsted of Jjust a little four-
wheeled vehlcle that I remember so well, because 1f had to
he drawn by the men of the Village. It was purely veolunta
and when there was a flire, there was a great gons outside
the Post Office whlch was a lz ze circular ring of iron an
there was a great mallet that one would use to strike this
ring, And it made a tremendous sound that one could hear
all over the Village.

Then those who were a3 part of the veoluntary fFire
denartment would rush over to the villace office and, in
the basement of the Villame Hall there was thls strange 11
vehicle that had nothlng more than a marden hose wound aro
it. And these men would rush it down the street to the fi

I'm sure 1t was completely lnadequate,

In the earliest days the nearest Tilre zservice th
we had was from Tenleytown, which 1s near Sears Roebuck,
and that would be, oh, at least a mlle and a half away fro
the Villarme on Wisconsin fivenue at Tenley Cirecle.

And now, 1n more recent years, we have the very
un-to-date and excellent filre department just obpposite the
Columbia Country Club on Connecticut Avenue, which 1s very
sultable and very adenuate.

wk

\nd we have a member of our Board of 'lanarcers /is

appoited a delerate to the Fire Board or some other member f
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hecause people were 1Inclined to subdlvide their lots; and
we felt that that was a bad thing, and that we wanted to
make the lots much —-- make them wider,

S0 I thinlk now one has to have a lot no less tnan

M5, LOCXER: I don't 1lnk we talked about the --
did we tallk about the organization of the “Women's Club of
Chevy Chase?

MR8, JARVIS: I don't know a great deal about tha
because 1t's Just outside the Villare,

M5, LOCKER: 0Oh, it's not 1n the Villape?

MRS, JARVIS: It's not 1n the Village 1tself. 'a

hdor
of my friends who live in th 7illage,/ auu t.
bullding 1s so beautiful. It 1s very near the fire house
Col...bia
and near the library just opposite the /ountry Club.

ME. LNOCKER: I don't know what made me think that
was part of the Villare., [Cut you would say that quite a fes
of the women --

MRS, JARVIS: 0Oh, I'm sure there are many here 1in
the Villare who are members.

"S5, LOCKER: Well, I think that we've covered mos
of the nelitical, cultural and economic history. Are there
any other things that you would like to add?

ARS. JARVIS: I can't think of anything else now.

Tt's been a oreat joy to live here now for more than 65 yveal



reh T hope I 1live another 20 yvears 1In the Villare.
M3, ILOCKER: I'm sure you wlll., Thank you very
much,
MRS, JARVI3: VWell, you're most welcome. It's
been my rreat nleasure.

(Fnd of tape.)
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